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Public Lands. 


Copy of a letter from the commissioner of the general) ed 


land office to the house of representatives. 


Treasury Department, General Land Office, 
December 30th, 1813. 


Sitr—i have the honor herewith to enclose a re- 
port respecting the public lands of the U. States, and 


am, with great respect, your most obedient humble 


servant, : 
! . EDWARD TIFFIN. 
The honorable the Speaker of the 


House of Representatives of the U. States. 
Treasury Department, Genefal Land Office, 
December 30th, 1813. 


Srr—Although the law establishing the general 
land office does not require the commissioner to 


make an annual report of the state of that part of 


the public concerns confided to his care, yet as there 
has been a considerable accession ef new members 
to the national legislature, I have thought it would 
be acceptable to have a comprehensive view of the 
extent and situation of tie public lauds, that such 
legislative provisions as are required may be the 
more readily perceived. 

A report made to the senate on the 19th of Fe- 
bruary, 1812, by the chairman of a committee charg- 
ed with un inquiry into the state of the public lands, 
together with the accompanying documents from the 
honorable the secretary of the treasury, afforded the 
most ample infarmation which the nature of such 
inquiry could at that time furnish, and has much 
abridged the labor that would otherwise have been 
necessary in preparing this memoir. 

It appears from public documents in this depart- 
meat, that the United States, after deducting all that 
has been sold, and leaving a sufficiency to satisfy 
every lawful claim, will possess a national domain of 
at least four hundred million acres of land, embra- 
cing a variety of soil and climate capable of fur- 
nishing all that is necessary for supplying the wants, 
and affording most of the luxuries of life to man, 
and which, if properly managed, will secure auxilia- 
ry aids to the government for ages yet to come. 

This four hundred million of acres are situated as 
follows : 

In the state of Odo. 
La. 1S to which the Indian title 
has neen extinguished 
Lands to which the Indian title 
has not been extinguished 5,575,000 


6,725,000 








Total number of acres of land in Ohio. 12,300,000 
In the territory of Michigan. 

Lands to whieh the Indian ti- 
tle has been extinguished 
Lands to which the Indian ti- 
tle has net been extinguish- 
ed 11,400,000 


5,100,000 





tle has not Been extinguish- 
: 23,200,000 





Total number of acres in Indiana and Hli- 
nois . 
In the territory of lake Michi- 
} gan and north of said paral- 

lel of latitude. 
Lands to which the Indian ti- 
tle has been extinguished 
Lands to which the Indian ti- 


tle has not been extinguish- 
ed 54,500,009 


36,200,000 


5,500,000 





Total ntimber of acres west of Michigan 60,000,000 
In the Mississippi territory. ! 
Lands to which the Indian ti- 
tle has been extinguished 5,900,000 
Lands to which the Indian ti- 
tle has not been extinguish- 
ed 49,100,000 





Total number of acres in the Mississippi 35,000,000 
In the cession made by the | 

French government the 30th 

of April, 1805, and includ- 

ing the terrritory of Mis- 

souri, the state of Louisi- 

ana, and the lands east of 

the river Mississippi and 

island of New-Orleans as 

far as the river Perdido, at 


least 260,000,000 





Grand total number of acres 400,000,000 
In the last described portion of territory, it has 
not yet been correctly ascertained what proportion of 
| the Indian title has been extinguished, but, prior to 
ithe period when the United States became possessed 
lof the country, a eonsiderable quantity had been 
ceded by the [ndians, and since that period cessions 
have been obtained of the Sacs, Foxes and Osages, 
which, with the lands in the occupancy of the inha- 
bitants, are supposed to amouiit to from twenty-five 
to thirty million of aeres. 

This delightful region, embracing a surface of 
two hundred million of acres; has heretofore been 
least known; but our very intelligent principal sur- 
veyor south of Tennessee, who, under instructions 
from this department, has been running township 
lines to ascertain its character and value, gives the 
most flattering account of it, and from whose infor- 
mation we muy safely infer that at no very distant 
period, the United States will not only be able to 
procure, Within its own boundaries, a sufficiency of 
sugar, rum, (perhaps coffee) molasses, and most of 
the tropical fruits for their own consumption, but be 
able to spare some for expartation. Within a year 








Total number of acres of land in Michi- 
_ §an 16,500,000 
‘n the Indiana and Illinois south of paral- 

lel of latitude passing by the southern ex- 


last past, there has been discovered tracts of coun- 
try equal to many of the West-India Islands, for 
quantity of soil not only fit for, but of the kind best 
adapted to produce those precious articles. Ex- 








cremity of lake Michigan. 

fands to which the Indian ti- 

tle has been extinguished 33,960,000 | 
Vou. V. 





tracts from some of the communications of the sur- 
veyor, will best explain the situation of the lands 
ere. In a letter dated the 21st of January, J813 
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he writes, “I have the honor hefewith to transmit to 
you two rough sketches of the north and south east 
district of Louisiana, that you may more distinctly 
perceive the character of the country. Con RA 
our expectations or hope, We are informed that there 
is a large body of high primitive soil, extremely 
rich and valuable, situated south west of Orleans, 
about twenty miles distant, and from twenty to fifty 
miles in extent, on which a flock of some hundreds 
of buffaloe range, and have remained for many years 
past living on the high cane lands during the season 
of inundations, and ranging through the salt marshes 
during the season of low water. This information 
is obtained by one of our deputies, and I presume 
may be relied on; if so, it will at once become the 
most valuable and saleable tract of land in this 
country, it being in the best position for the growth 
ef sugar cane.” 

In another dated ae Sng 3g 3, 1813, he writes, 
**My principal deputy tor the south eastern district 
of Louisiana has been employed for some time past 
in extending township lines through and exploring 


In that portion of the ¢ountry lying east of the 
river Mississippi and iskind of New-Orleans as far as 
the river Perdido, two commissioners have been erect- 
ed by law, one west, the other east of Pear] river, 
to ascertain the nature and extent of private claims 
derived from either the French, British, or Spanish 
governments, and to obtain a list of all the actual 
settlers who have noclaims to land derived from ei- 
ther of those governments, and who are satisfactori- 
ly progressing in the discharge of their official du- 
ties. 

In the territory of Mlinois two land offices are di- 
rected by law to be opened, one at Kaskaskia, the 
other at Shawneetown, so soon as the private claims 
and donations are all located, and the lands surveyed, 
which are in great forwardness. By an act of con- 
gress passed on the 30th of April, 1810, it was pro- 
vided in section 6, “that a tract of land in the Lilinois 
territory at and including Shawneetown on the Ohio 
river, shall under the direction of the surveyor ge- 
neral, be laid off into town lots, streets, and avenues, 
and into out lots, in such manner ard of such dimen- 


the southern portion of his district. He represents,!sions as he may judge proper, &c. &c. I quote the 


that there are a number of islands on the coast, 
some of them of considerable size, and good soil ; 
he found a body of high rich land in the neighbor- 
hood of the ocean, extending along the bayous run- 
ning ito the bays.” 

Our surveyors have made some progress in sur- 
veying tracts om the water courses, under the law 
for surveying lands on water courses in Louisiana; 
the lands on the bayou they have been surveying 
{bayou Cayeu) for about 30 miles up; it extends 
back from that water course about half a mile of 
high apparently primitive sou, heavily timbered and 
of the richest quality, thence it descends four hun- 
dred and sixty-five perches; there are several other 
bagous similarly situated with valuable lands on! 
their margins ; these lands are as fix south as the Ba | 


words of the act, to show that it was mandatory on 
the surveyor general ; for, it appears, a most unfor- 
tunate selection of a scite for this town has been 
made, and that notwithetanding the expense already 
mcurred in laying out the town, it will be necessary 
to abandon it. ‘lo show the causes to such determi- 
nation, I beg leave to give extracts from some of the 
representations made to this office by the present sur- 
veyor-general, one of the territorial judges, the 
principal deputy surveyor, and one of the late com- 
missioners at Kaskaskai, who write, Angust 14th, 
1813, as follows: 

“When I recently recommended a small change 
in the plat of Shawneetown, it was then my decided 
conviction that the scite itself ought to be changed, 
but not knowing that others would feel an interest 
sufficient to induce them to unite in such a recom- 





lize or mouth of the Mississippi; they are exposed 


to the ocean, and of course better calculated for the; mendation, I was unwilling to move alone in so im- 
growth of sugar cane than any lands in the Missis-|Portant an object. 1 was an eye witness to one of the 


sippi. This tract of country, and the approach to) 
it by water, are very little er not at all known. Ht 
would doubtless add much to the value of those lands, 


two inundations by which that place was visited last 
spring, and to the great distresses and losses which 
were experienced. I had before observed, in riding 


and promote their ready sale, to have an accurate | through the woods surrounding the town, the extra- 
survey of the coast, bays and islands, in front, an-|Ordinary height of the water marks upon the trees, 


nexed to the survey of the interior country; so that 


which were so visible, for the space of about two 





purchasers or those disposed to purchase lands there, | Miles on the road to the saline, that cne m ght 
might see the advantage those lands possess, and | !magine himself riding under water to the depth of 
their convenient approach and communication with| from 12 to 15 feet, but the last spring Isaw the wa- 


the ocean. 
It would swell this paper too much to deta mi- 


ter itself even at a greater height than had been 
marked by the icy freshness of winter. I rode upon 


nutely the several representations made of this im-|the flood tor more than two wecks in a keel boat over 
mensely valuable country, immensely valuable, whe-|the principal street of the town lashed to a mer- 


ther considered as it respects its surface and sitta-' 


tion, the products it may be rendered capable of fur- 
nishing, or the treasure it is destined to pour into | 
the national coffers. 


In this region a land office is directed by law to! 


be upened in the territory of Missouri, as soon as 
the private claims are all ascertained and the lands 


surveyed; and from which territory alone it is be-| 


ichant’s store, and the boat was upon a level with 
its roof; an-attack of ague and fever then compelled 
me to quit and seck health in the high lands of Ken- 
tucky. The flood continued to rise a few feet after- 
wards, and was nearly as Jong in falling.as it was in 
rising ; a.second inundation quickly succeeded ; 
when the waters rose as high as in the first. At the 
time I left the boat the waters were about midway 





Weved inexhaustible stores of lead may be obtained.|0n the roofs ofthe houses generally, and quite to 


In the state of Louisiana, three fand offices are 
provided for by law, one at New-Orleans for the 
eastern land district, one at Opelousas for the west- 
ern land district, south of Bed river, and the other 
at such place, north of Red river, as the president 


the ridge poles of several. Being heavy log cabins, 


they usually did not foat till immersed to the last 
mentioned depth, and I saw about from 15 to 20 float 
away; about 40 in the whole floated off. It was 4 
merciful providence that the wind did not blow hard 





of the United States shall designate ; the land offi- 
cors im these districts are progressing to a close in 
ascertaining the character and extent of the private 
claims, the surveyors have prepared a considera- 


ineither of the imundations, for if it had done s0, 
every building of every description must unquestion= 
ably have been demolished and swept off. 1 need not 
describe the distresses and losses of the inhabitants 





ble part of the eastern district for market, and are} 
progressing fast with the remainder. 


—several were sickened—some diced. Every beast 


perished which could not be taken into boats or was 
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ces with every pea 3g of improvements around|ed: application wes made here for exemplifications, 
‘and in the houses, which could float, were taken off.|but, owing to the situation of the territory at that 
The time occupied by both freshes was about ten/time, and the very limited means allowed to perform 
weeks ; I mean the time that the water lay over the} the complicated duties assigned us, they have not 
surface of Shawneetown.” +5 been issued. 

It has been observed that Shawneetown was laid} In the Mississippi territory there are three land 
out under the authority and at the expense of-the| offices established ; one at Huntsville, in Madison 
United States, to which is annexed a most valuable}county, one at Washington, west of Pearl river, and 
district of rich land, which with the lots ef Shaw-}the other at Fort St. Stephen’s, cast of Pearl river.— 
neetown are directed to be offered for sale, whenever| {In this latter district, the register of the Jand office 
the president of the United States shall so direct,|states, thata mumber of persons obtained certificates 
(for all.the present settlers there are volunteers onjof pre-emption to land, to the amount in the whole 
publie lands, and have made small temporary im-jof 21,930 acres of land, and that the time had elapsed 
proven expecting when the sales commenced to| wherein they were bound to complete the whole of 

ecome purchasers) ; but should congress determine|their payments, but that they have never paid one 
to abandon the present plan, from this representa-jcent therefor. These lands are therefore reverted 
tion confirmed-by others in this office equally strong | again to the United States, most of which would now 
and respectable, and authorise the mg a ag sell, but it requires an act of the legislature to-an- 
to select a better spot to lay off a town upon the Uni-)thorise their sale. ' 
ted States’ own lands a few miles lower down onthe} In this district the whole of the rich and. valuable 
Ohio river, the situation of which for a town, in eve-|lands ceded by the Choctaws, and laying along the 
ry point of view, could not be exeelled in the Iili-| Tombigbee, are surveyed and ready for market. By 
nois territory ; and the monies the sale of the lots|the articles of agreement and cessien made between 
would produce, above what the sales in the present|the United States and the state of Georgia, on the 
town would, will far more than cover the less incur-/%4th ‘of April, 1802, the United States are bound to 
red by laying out the present town of Shawnee. pay to the state of Georgia, eutof the first net 

In this territory there is also a very valuable saline| ceeds arising from the sales of the land ceded, after 
which is directed by law to be leased in such a way,| deducting expences incurred in surveying and 
that the occtipants may, while the ‘interests of the| incident to such sales, the sum of one million two 
United States are secured, produce the greatest pos-jhundred and fifty thousand dollars; only forty.ix 
sible quantity of salt, and Farnish the inhabitants of] thousand three bundred and thirty-two dollars and 
that country with this essential necessary of life at} seventy cents of which have yet been paid in agns 
the lowest possible price. under the act of April, 1808. 

In the Indiana territory two land offices are estab-} From this view of the state of the public lands, it 
lished, one at Vincennes, on the Wabash, and the] will appear, that, independent of the lands now of- 
other at Jeffersonville, on the Ohio embracing a vast|fered for sale at the several land offices established 
extent of remarkable fertile lands. At the last men-|by law, we have gearly ready to add thereto the 
tioned office, the fractional sections lying around |balance of the Choctaw purchase, and the forfeited 
Clark’s grant, which were nct surveyed and ready|pre-emptions in the Mississippi territory, the eastern 
for market when the sales first commenced, are now|and western land districts in the state of Louisiana, 
ready and will be offered so soon as the state of the/the Kaskaskia and Shawneetown districts in the 
country will justify the measure. Illinois and the fractions around Clark’s grant in the 

The existing laws require “that all lands forfeited | Indiana: and so soon as the laws can be carried full 
for non payment, shall be offered for sale at the court| into effect, and the lands surveyed, the district nort 
house of the county in which the officers are situ-|of Red river, and the lands to which the indian title 
ated,” and the ype and receiver at Jeffersonville} has been extiuguished in the territories of Missouri 
represents, that the court house of their county is}and Michigan. 
fifteen miles distant from their offices; that it occa-|_ The commissioner ef the general land office, com 
sions great inconvenience and derangement of their|siders it his duty farther to state, that upon the or- 
business to attend the sales at go great a distance, | ganization of this office, the public business assigned 
und urge the necessity of legislative interference for|to it was greatly behind. Patient indastry ‘and in- 
their relief. cessant applieation has done much, but the examina- 

In the state of Ohio there are six land offices|tion of and auditing the quarterly accoynts of the 
established and in successful operation ; one at Cin-|receivers of public monies, present stich an immense 
cinati, one at Chilicothe, one at Zaneaville, one at| load of labor, that he is compelled to solicit-addition- 
Marietta, one at Steubenville, and the other at Can-|al aid in the estimates for the year 1814, for clerk 
ton. The western boundary line of Virginia military|hire; for, by a decision of the comptroller, as tlre 
reservation, embracing the lands between the Scioto] proper law officer of the treasury department, the 
and the Litde Miami rivers in this state, has never|commissioner of the general land office is eompelled 
yet been satisfactorily established. An essay has late-|to ¢xamine and audit all the aceounts of the receiv- 
ly been made by commissioners appointed by the|ersof public monies as far back as the year 1801, and 
United States and the state of Virginia without|the immense mass of business is pressing, for sonte 
Silccess ; a report of the commissioners on the part | of the late receivers are indebted to the United States 
of the United States with a plat of the country and |in large amounts, and suits cannot be commenced 


®xplanations, were made to congress and are on their | by the comptroller until their aeqounts are examined 
. €s, giving ample information on that controverted | and audited. . 9 


Usinegs. . 
All which is réspectfully submitted by your most 


_ Inthe territory of Michigan one land office has 
been establi : obedient servaft, 
a stablished at Detroit. The private claims and EDWARD TIPFIN; 


not seasonably driven to the high lands. All the vale and states the patents were wantonly destroy- 














onations to individuals had been patented soon after 
© organization of this office, but before they were 
oe to the persons by their agent, who had 


The hon. Speaker of the. 
“M in Possession, he was taken prisoner by the 


House of Representanivets~ - 
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Treasury Report. 


In obedience to the directions of the “act supple- 
mentary to the act, entitled an act to establish the 
treasury department,” the acting secretary of the 
treasury respectfully submits the following 

) REPORT AND ESTIMATES, 

The monies actually received into the 
treasury during the year ending on 
the 30th of September, 1815, have 
amounted to, viz: $3 

Proceeds of the cus- 
toms, sales of lands, 
small branches of re- 
venue and_ re-pay- 
ments 

Proceeds of loans, viz 
Loanofele. 

ven mil- 

lions un- 

der the act 

of March 

14, 1812, 4,337,487 50 
Do. of six- 

teen mil- 

lions un- 
‘der the act 

of Feb. 8, 

1813, 14,488,125 
Treasury 

notes un- 

der the 

acts of 

June 30, 

1812, and 

Feb. 25, 

1813, 5,151,300 


7,944,954 93 


13,568,042 43 


23,976,912 56 








As will appear by the an- 
' nexed statement F. 37,544,954 95 
Making, together with 

the balance in the trea- 

sury on the Ist of Octo- 


ber, 1812, which was 2,362,652 69 





An aggregate of 39,907,607 62 





The payments from the treasury du- 
ring the same period, have amount- 
ed to, viz. , $32,928,855 19 
For civi!, diplomatic and 
miscellaneous expen- 
ces, both foreign and 
domestic 
Military department, in- 
cluding militia and vo- 
lunteers, and the indian 
department 18,484,750 49 
Navy, including the 
building of new ships, 
and the marine corps 
Public Debt. 
On account 
of interest 3,120,379 08 
Principal re- 
imbursed 3,197,102 07 


1,705,916 35 


6,420,707 20 





6,317,481 15 





As willalsoappear by the 
annexed statement E. 32,928,855 19 
And left in the treasury 


on the 30th Sept. hast 6,978,752 43 





39,907,607 62: 


The accounts for the fourth quarter of the year 
1813, have not yet been made up at the treasury, but 
the receipts and expenditures during that quarter 
have been nearly as follows : 

Receipts from the customs, sales of 
lands, and small branches of the 





revenue, about 3,300,000 
Loan of sixteen millions 1,500,000 
Do. of seven and a half millions 3,850,000 
Treasury notes 3,680,000 

12,330,000 


Making, with the balance in the trea- 


sury on the Ist Oct, 1813, of 6,978,752 45 





jAn aggregate of about 19,309,000 

| The disbursements have been 

For civil, diplomatic and miscellane- 
ous expences, about 

Military department 

Nayal department 

| Public debt (of which near 6,000,000 
was on account of the reimburse- 
ment of principal) 

And leaving in the treasury, on the 
31st December, 1813 about 





400,000 

5,887,747 
1,248,145 10 
7,087,994 95 
4,685,112 95 





19,509,000 











| Of the sums obtained on Ioan during the year 
'1813, and included in the receipts above stated, an 
account of the terms on which they were made has 
‘been laid before congress, excepting as to the trea- 
‘sury notes issued under the act of February 25, 1813, 
jand the loan of seven and a half millions obtained 
‘under the authority contained in the act of the 2nd 
lof August, 1813. The annexed statement marked 
'F. will show the whole amount received for treasury 
‘notes during the year 1813, and at what places they 
‘were sold or disposed of. Three millions, eight 
‘hundred and sixty-five thousand, one hundred dol- 
‘lars, of the notes issued under the act of June 30th, 
|1812, became due in the course of the year 1813, or 
|in the present month of January, and have been paid 
off, or the funds placed in the hands of the commis- 
sioners of loans for that purpose. 


The papers under the letter G. will show the mea- 
‘sures taken under the act of August 2nd, 1815, au- 
thorising a loan of seven millions, five hundred thou- 
sand dollars, and the manner in which that loan was 
obtained. The terms were 88 dollars and 25 cents 
in money, for 100 dollars in stock, bearing an inter 
‘estof six per cent.; which is equivalent to a premt- 
lum of 13 dollars 31 cents and four ninths of a cent 
| on each hundred dollars, in money, loaned to the 
United States. Of this sum of 7,500,000 dollars 
about 3,850,000 dollars were paid into the treasury 
during the year 1813, and the remainder is payable 
it: the months of January and February, 1814. 





For the year 1814, the expenditures, as now authorise? 
by law, are estimated as follows - 
1, Civil diplomatic and miscellaneous ex- . 
penses $ 1,700,00: 
2. Public debt, viz: 
Interest on the debt existing 
previous to the war 
Ditto on the debt contracted 
since the war including trea- 
sury notes and loan for the 
year 1814 2,950,000 


2,100,000 








5,050,000 
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Reimbursement of principal, 
including the old six and de- 
ferred stocks, temporary 


loans and treasury notes 7,150,000 





12,200,000 
13,900,000 





3. Military establishment, estimated by 
the secretary of war for a full comple- - 
ment Shaw one | ranges, sea-fensibles 
and troops of all descriptions) of 
63,422 officers and men and including ”’ 
ordnance, fortifications, and the Indian 
department, and the permanent ap- 
propriations for Indian treaties, and 
arming and equipping the militia 

4. Navy, estimated for 15,787 officers 
seamen and_ boys, and for 1,869 ma- 
rines, and including the service of two 
74 gun ships for four months, and 
three additional frigates for six months 
of the year 1814, and the expenses of 
the flotillas on the coast and on the 
lakes 6,900,000 


Amounting altogether to $45,350,000 
The ways and means already provided by law are as 
follows : 

1. Customs and sales of public lands. The net 
revenue accruing from the customs during the year 
1812, amounted, as will appear by the annexed state- 
ments A. and B. to 13,142,000 dollars. Of this sum, 
about 4,300,000 was produced by the additional 
duties imposed by the act of July 1, 1812. The du- 
ties which have accrued during the year 1813, are 
estimated at 7,000,000 dollars. The custom-house 
bonds outstanding on the Ist of January, 1814, after 
making a due allowance for insolvencies and bad) 
debts, are estimated at 5,500,000 dollars; and it is, 
believed that 6,000,000 dollars may be estimated for 
the receipt of the customs during the year 1814. 
The sales of public lands during the year ending 
September 30th, 1813, haye amounted to 256,345 
acres, and the payments by purchasers ta 706,000 
as will appear bythe annexed statement C. It is 
estimated that 600,000 dollars will be received into 
the treasury from this source during the year 1814. 
The sum, therefore, estimated as receivable from 


24,550,000 











customs and lands, is $6,600,000 

2. Internal revenues and direct tax. 
From the credits allowed by law on some 
of the internal duties, and from the de- 
lays incident to the assessment and col- 
lection of the direct tax, it is not believed 
that more ought to be expected to come 
into the treasury during the year 1814, 
than the sum of 

3. Balance of the loan of seven and a 
halt millions, already contracted for 

4. Balance of treasury nates already 
authorized, 

5. Of the balance of cash in the trea- 
sury on the 31st December, 1813, amount- 
ing, as is above stated, to about 4,680,000 

There will be required to 
satisfy appropriations made 
prior to that day, and then 
undrawn, at least 3,500,000 
And leaving applicable to the service of 


3,500,000 
3,650,000 
1,070,000. 








the year 1814, 1,180,000 
: 16,000,000 

So that there remains to be provided by 
_ loans, the sum of 29,350,000 
$45,550,000 





Although the interest paid upon treasury notes is 


considerably less than that paid for the monies ob- 
tained by the United States on the funded stock, yet 
the certainty of their reimbursement at the end of 
one year, and the facilities they afford for remittan- 
ces and other commercial operations, have obtained 
for them a currency which leayes little reason to 
doubt that they may be extended considerably be- 
yond the sum of five millions of dollars, hitherto 
authorized to be annually issued. It will, perhaps, 
be eligible to leave to the executive, as was done 
last year, a discretion as to the amount to be bor- 
rowed upon stock or upon treasury notes, that one 
or the other may be resorted to, within preseribed 
limits, as shall be found most advantageous to the 


United States. 
The amount estimated te have been reimbursed 


of the principal of the public debt during the year 
ending on the 30th September last, including trea- 
sury notes and temporary loans, will appear by the 
estimate marked D. to have been 3,201,368 dollars, 


As the payment on account of the loan of sixteen 
millions had not then been completed, and the stock 


had, consequently, not been issued therefor, it is 
not practicabie to state, with precision, the amount 
added to the public debt during the year; but, after 
deducting the abovementioned reimbursement of 
3,200,0C0 dollars, this addition will not fall shert of 
22,500,000. 


The plan of finances proposed at the commence- 


ment of the war, was to make the revenue, during 
each year of its continuance, equal to the expences 
of the peace establishment, and of the interest on the 


old debt then existing, and an the loans which the 
war might render necessary, and to defray the ex: 
traordinary expences of the war out of the proceeds 
of loans to be obtained for that purpose. 


The expenses of the peace establishment, as it 
existed previous to the armaments of 1812, made in 
contemplation of war, but including the eight regi- 
ments added to the military establishment in the 
year 1808, and the augmentation of the navy in ac. 
tual service, authorised in 1809, amounted, after de. 
ducting some casual expenses of militia and other 
incidental items, to about $7,000,000 
The imterest on the public 

debt, payable during the 

year 1814, will be, on the 

old debt, or that existing 

prior to the present war, $2,100,000 
On the debt contracted since 

the commencement of the 

war,including treasury notes 

and allowing $560,000 for 

interest on the loan, which 

must be made during the 








year 1814, a sum as small 
as can be estimated for that 
object, 2,950,000 
| 5,050,000 
Making: $12,050,000 


The actual reccipts into the treasrny from the re. 


venues as now established; including the internal 
‘revenues and direct tax, are not estimated for the 





year 1814, at more than $10,100,004 
VIZ: 
From customs and public 
lands, 6,600,000 
Interval revenues and direct 
tax 3,500 000 
20,100,000 
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If to this sum be added that part of the 
balunce in the treasury on the 31st Dec. 
1813, which has been estimated above, to 
be applicable to the expences of the year 
1814, and which, upon the ‘principles 
above stated, may be considered as a sur- 
plus of revenue beyond the expenses-of 
the peace establishment, and of the in- 
terest on the public debt for the year 
1813, and therefore applicable to the 
same expenses for the year 1814, which 
dum is estimated at 1,180,000 
11,280,000 


770,000 


12,050,000 

_ But as the internal revenues and direct tax, when 
in full operation, will produce, in the year 1815, pro- 
bably 1,200,000 dollars more than is estimated to be 
received from them in the year 1814,it will rest with 
to decide whether it is necessary that new 

and additional revenues should now be established. 





And making together 
There will still remain to be provided 
new revenues capable of producing 





To what extent the existing embargo may reduce 
the receipts into the treasury from the customs du- 


ring the year 1814, it is difficult to estimate, as the 
operation of the war had reduced the receipts from’ 
the customs nearly one half from that which was re- 
ceived during the. year preceding the war. The 
former embargo reduced the reyenue from the cus- 
toms nearly one half the amount of that which was 
received during the year preceding its full operation. 
In this case, however, the transition was from the 
full receipt of a peaee revenue, to the entire sus- 
pension of exportation and of foreign commerce 
ma American bottoms. It is not, therefore to be 
presumed that the existing embargo will cause a 
reduction of the war revenue in the proportion of the 
peacerevenue. Moreover, the effect of the act pro- 
hibiting the importation of certain articles necessa- 
rily increases the demand and enhances the value of 
those which may be lawfully imported, and the high 
priee they bear will produce extraordinary importa- 
tions, and in part compensate for the prohibition to 
export any thing in return: to this may be added, 
the duty on salt, the operation of which is yet but 
partial. 

To the amount of the defalcation of the revenue 
caused by the embargo, whatever it may be, must 
be added the difference between the amount of the 
interest payable in the year 1814, on the loan of 
that year, and the whole amount of the interest 
on the-same loan payable in the year 1815,—as 
well.as that part of the interest which may be 
payable in the year 1815 on the Joan of that year. 
The sum ofthese items will be required for the 
year 1815, in addition to the revenues now establisb- 
ed, exeept 430,000 dollars, being the difference be- 
tween the estimated increase in the receipt of the 
internal’ revenues and direct taxes and the 770,000 
dollars remaining to be provided for in the forego- 
ing estimate. ' 

With these considerations it is submitted, whe- 
ther it may not be expedient and prudent to pro- 
vide new revenues capable of producing the whole 
or such part of the 770,000 dollars unprovided for, 
as may appear necessary to fulfil the public engage- 
ments and secure to the financial operations of the 
government the confidence, stability and success 
which is due to its fidelity and to:the ample resour- 
ces of the country. 3 

All which is respectfully submitted. W. JONES, 

Acting secretary of the. Treasury. 


Foreign Coins. 

The annual report of the director ef the 
Mint, on the subject of assays of foreign coins, 
contains a statement of assays of the gold and 
silver coins of Great Britain, France, Spain 
and Portugal, from which it appears— 

1. That the gold coins of Great Britain and 

Portugal are all uniformly of the same quality, 
and exactly equal to that of the gold coins of 
the United States ; and therefore their intrin- 
sic value is at the rate of 100 cents for 27 
grains, or 88% cents per pennyweight. 
2. That the gold coins of France, especially 
those issue since the year 1806 inclusive, ore 
also of a uniform quality ; their intrinsic va- 
lue being at the rate of 100 cents for 2735 | 
grains, or 87,34, cents per cwt. 

3. That the gold coins of Spain are some- 
what variable in their quality ; their average 
intrinsic value being at the rate of 100 cents 
for 28,75, grains, or §4,4, ecnts per dwt. 

4. That the intrinsic value of the French 
erown, supposing its weight 18 dwts. 17 grs. 
is 110 cents and 7$32, parts of a cent. 

5. That the intrinsic value of the Spanish 
dollar, exclusive of those issued prior to the 
year 1806, supposing it of the full weight of 
17 dwts. 7 grs. is 100 cents and 3% paris of 
a cent. 








Sa > — 
Proctor’s Papers. 


The following letters, found among major-general 
Proctor’s baggage captured on the Thames,unfold 
Many curious facts—and also show that the ene- 
my’s force, white and red, was much greater in 
the Upper Province than has been generally sup- 


posed. 
Fort George, January 10, 1815. 

Sir,—A letter which I addressed to you on 
our marine affairs for lake Erie, will F hope have 
reached you safely. As it becomes a matter of the 
greatest moment to gain as accurate information as 
—— of the preparations of the enemy, as to 
uilding armed vessels and boats ; I request you will 
be pleased to select some intelligent inhabitant in 
your vicinity who would undertake to proceed down 
the border of lake Erie, as far as in his power to- 
wards Buffalo, for the purpose of obtaining the im- 
formation so essential to our plans ; it would be his 
object to examine at all the rivers and creeks what 
is going forward. It would require the greatest 
caution and circumspection as well as secrecy on 
the person chosen for this service ; he should be one 
whose habits or profession would justify his s- 
suming the character of a person travelling on some 
matters of business; and to insure bis attention to 
the objects on which he is sent, it will be advisable 
to agree with him for a sum to be paid him commen- 
surate with the distance he may travel, and the in- 
formation he may obtain, You will be pleased to 
communicate to me, for the information of major- 
general Sheaffe, the result of the measures proposed. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
CHRISTO. MYERS, Li. Cai. Aet, Q.©M. G. 

Col. Proctor, 41st regt. ke. 2 

Com. at Amherstburg. 
OFFICIAL. 
Fort George, April 29, 1813—9 o'clock, a. M- 





Vveasury Depariment, Jan. 8, 1844. °° 


My dear generai—This morning at ane o’elock, 
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accounts were received here by brigadier-general from the neighborhood of Long Point. The possibi- 


Vincent, with the unpleasant intelligence ‘that that 
town had been carried by a body of the enemy’s 
troops ; about 1500 troops brough up the lake in 
thirteen vessels, viz. two square-rigged, and the 
others smaller ; amengst the latter were gun-boats. 
Detailed particulats (from sir Roger Sheaffe who 
was there) has not yet reached us, but we have 
ascertained, in addition to York having fallen, that 
the powder magazines there have beeh blown up; 
whether this has been accidental, or been effected 
by our troops in their retreat, we know not. 

The grenadiers and another company of the king’s 
were engaged. Five companies of that regiment 
have reached this post; two companies of the 41st 
on their march towards you; the first beyond An- 
caster, the other at Henry’s have been recalled ; 
they are extremely much wanted here, and had they 
pursued their route, they would not have reached in 
time to act against Harrisan. 

The enemy on the frontier opposite to us, have 
received a reinforcement within these few days of 
nearly 3000 men; they are well furnished with boats. 

You will thus perceive the critical situation in 
which we are placed on this line. We look with con- 
fident hope for the report of your success—and 
brigadier-general Vincent (who is here, and by 
whose directions I am writing to you) has desired 
me to impress upon you, what essential aid could be 
rendered to us, ‘by the timely arrival here of five 
hundred indians ; should you have secured Harrison’s 
army ; it is the brigadier-general’s desire, and in 
which I most earnestly join, that you forward to us 
in the king’s vessels to Point Abino, that number 
with as great expedition as possible. Jn the event of 
your having captyred Harrison’s army, you will see the 
impossibility under existing circumstances of our taking 
charge of them here, and therefore brigadier-general 
Vincent requests you will make the best arrangements | 
in your power to dispose of them either by securing them 
at one or the other of your own posts, ov passing them 
on parole into the United States by way of Cleveland or 
other route, as you may find expedient ; the latter 
line of conduct is perhaps the most preferable on 
account of the state of your supplies of provisions. 

Sincerely wishing every success, and hoping to 
send you, and receive from you, good accounts, 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
CHRISTO. MYERS, Col. Act. Q. Mf. G. 
Brigadier-general Procior. 

Norton had gone towards you as far as the head of 

the lake, but is called back. C. M, 
Dep. Asst. Com. General’s Office, 
Amherstsburg, 14 Aug. 18153. 

Sin—The near prospect of a scarcity of provisions 
in this district is to me an object of the greatest con- 
cern and uneasiness. The whole of the flour now in 
store will not be more than sufficient for fourteen 
days, according to the quantities now issued daily, 
and very little can at present be expected in this 
district. One particular cause for this is that the 
two principal milis (M‘Gregor’s and Arne are 
not now going for want of water. The dam of the 
former has been broken, and that of the latter much 
injured from the back water, oceasioned by the great 
rains, &e. this year. The wind-mills at this season 
are of but little comparative service, The greatest 
part of the flour required for Detroit and Sandwich 
Will now have to be supplied from the six hundred 
and seventy barrels lately brought from Long Point, 
by the schr. Mary (transport) and as this is all that 
1 have to depend on, we shall very soon be in absolute 
want, without some yery great abatement takes 
place in the quantities issued to indians, gr some 


lity of the former is an object worth every attention, 
as the practicability ofthe latter, until our fleet arc 
enabled to go down to Long Point is rather doubtful; 
by land carriage I fear little can be ‘expected from 
that distance in the present state of the roads from 
thence. 

Dep. commissary general Conche has been informed 
of this, in as strong language as Iam master of. 
He has in consequence made purchases of flour at 
Long Point and sent an officer of his department te 
that neighborhood to purchase cattle for this place. 
For the last ten days I have stationed acting dep. 
asst. com. gen. Reynolds at Detroit, with a clerk of 
the commissarial dep. for purchasing supplies in the 
Michigan territory and about Sandwich. Two boats 
have been sent to the river Thames for flour and 
corn. Agents have been appointed by me here, at 
Sandwich, river Thames and Delaware for pur- 
chasing cattle, but with all my possible exertions, I 
despair of being able for any length of time, of sup- 
plying provisions to his majesty’s forces in addition 
to the immense quantities now issued to indians; the 
latter I estimate at fourteen thousand rations per day 
at this post, Detroit and Sandwich. 

It gives me additional pain to be thus obliged to 
trouble you. I have the honor to be, &c. 

ROBERT GILMOR, 

Dep. Asst. Com. General. 

Brig. Gen. Proctor, commanding, &c. 
Amherstburg, 13th March, 1813. 

Sirn—Eight Munseys left this on the 7th instant 
to reconnoitre at the Miamie Rapids, and yesterday 
returned with a scalp. They reported that the Ame- 
ricans are numerous, and have completed a stockade 
much larger than the fort here. 

One hundred and twenty Indjans which I had sent 
over the river yesterday left Brown’s Town for the 
Rapids with six interpreters along, and by them I 
expect some prisoners, or some more information 
than we have yet had. The snow being yet deep 
out there, will however be no detriment te them. 

Your humble servant, 


M. ELLIOTT. 
Brig. gen. Proctor. 


4 


Amherstburgh, 8th Sept. 1813. 

Sir—A few days ago, Isent out to Sandusky some 
of the Hurons of Brown’s ‘Town to see what those of 
Sandusky were about; they found the Americans 
had taken them into the state of Ghio, on Mad River, 
where they are guarded by a number of Americans. 
The Crane told the messengers that there were 9000 
men raising within twelve miles of that place, and 
that their intention was to advance to the foot of the 
Rapids and fortify themselves there, building block- 


houses on their way to that place, at the distance of. . 


every five miles, and to cross in winter on the ice, 
and attack and take this place, and afterwards sweep 
the English from this along into the sea. In conse- 
quence he sent a message to the Hurons and other 
nations (which wgs yesterday delivered in } pre- 
sence) to withdraw themselves from this ent join 
him on Mad River, where they and their property 
would be safe. That if all did not attend to his ad- 
vice, he hoped some who had any regard for their 
lives woule go and join him. 

A Shawanoe informs me that he saw 300 troops 
advancing towards fort Wayne—report hiowéver said 
200. The said Indian came from the Ottawa towns. 

I have the honor to be, sir, &c. 


M. ELLIOTT. 
Gen. Prostor, commanding. 


Head of Lake Ontaria, 4th June, 1813. 
Mr nkaR G&NERAL—A series of misfortunes have 





extraordinary exertions made to supply our wants 
} 


suddenly befallen us. Perhaps bewre yeu receive 
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this you will have learnt that the army under gene- 
ral Dearborn crassed the Niagara line on the 27th 
ult. and after being most gallantly opposed by part 
of the king’s Newfoundland and Glengary regiments, 
got possession of fort George, and compelled the 
whole of our troops to retire upon this position.— 
ifere :reneral Vincent means to make a stand, but in 
the event of his being beat, and forced altogether 
to retire to Kingston, he is directed by the orders 
which I yesterday brought him, to detach to your 
assistance the remainder of the 41st regiment, two. 
companies of the Newfoundland, and the remainder 
of the three companies of the Glengary regiment.— 
‘he companies of the two latter corps are much 
weakened by the action of the 27th. 

I learn with infinite regret, your distressed situa- 
tion for want of provisions, and it is certainly unfor- 
tunate that a considerable quantity of pork, intended 


of childhood that fears a painted devil.” But it is 
so far lucky, that our opponents are mere infants in 
the sublime science of war. Now, as you are perhaps 
encumbered with too many mouths, considering your 
scanty means of filling them, you perhaps might be 
able to prevail on two or three hundred more of your 
swarthy warriors to join us here. They would be in- 
valuable under our present circumstances, and you 
might fairly tell them, that a great effort is to be 
made to drive their enemy and ours across the St. 
Lawrence ; and once effected, I do most positively 
| believe they will never renew the attempt. Remem- 
| ber me to cols. Warburton, Dickson and Monckler, 
and believe me always, yours, 





Rr. M‘SDOUALL. 
Brig. Gen. Procror, Sandwich. 


Amherstburg, 27th Oct. 1812. 
Sir—I have seen a letter from you to colonel St. 


for your use, was destroyed at Point Abino, for fear! George, mentioning that three Frenchmen had been 
of falling mto the enemy’s hands. I hear you have killed near Sandusky. ‘That it is the case, is true ; 


flour enough, and I hope you will have plenty of fresh 
beef, It is said that the enemy have detached troops 
xeamst you. Your situation, it must be owned, is 
sufEciently embarrassing; but Sir George, on my 
leaving’ him, knowing but imperfectly the events; 
here, and still more so, those of your neighborhood, 
relies with confidence on your zeal and ability—cer- 
tain that the most indefatigable exertions will be 
made on your part in defence of your post, and of" 
thé squadron, which (whatever may happen_) must not 
fall into the hands of the enemy. ; i lies. 

Our fleet under sir James Yeo, is now on the lake, 
determined, to fight: and at present fully able to beat 
the enemy’ 3.’ ATL'are anxious for the meeting, for a na- 
val victory on our part would, soon restore matters 
to their usual flourishing state. ‘Colonel Baynes, with 
a force of only 800 men, attacked Sackett’s Harbor 
on the 29th ult. It was supposed the garrison was 
small, in consequence of their having detached so 
many men to Niagara—-we found, however, upwards 
of 3000. Our gallant little band drove them at the 
point of the bayonet, into their works, (though with 
x good deal of loss) which were found much too 
strong to carry with our small force, without artil- 
lery,'and unassisted by our large ships, a calm hav- 
ing prevented their co-operation: Thus separated 
we re-embarked without any opposition, having 
taken from them three field pieces and one hundred 
and fifty men. 

Whien I teft Kingston, 2000 men were on the march 
foe that place, including 2d batalion 41st, De Wat- 
teville’s and Muerone.’ The 13th and 98th were 
hourly expected to arrive at Quebec. We may look 
fot other reinforcements from Spain, which will I 
hope, enable us to recover our lost ground. 

- I beg my best respects to Mrs.and Miss Proctor, 
and to Henry; and’ believe me, dear general, 
Yours most truly, Rr. M‘DOUGALL. 


Brig. gen: Procrer. 








Head-quarters, Forty-mile creek, June 14th, 1815. 

My peak 6rnrrat—Weevery day look for a rein- 
forcement of about 400 men from Kingston. On 
their arrival, and should the fleét continue with us, 
it. js Intended to advance ‘the army to 20 mile creek 
aud tlirow forward ‘our whole ‘body of Indians, and 
the light troops (considerably augmented) to feel the 
pulseof the enemy We have various acchunts as to 
his forée,“and none to be depended -upon, but his 
fears aré saicdto be as strong as everand a ruse of the 
nature above mentioned, might operate so powerful- 
ly upon him, as might induce him to think, that his 


but the Indians having seen them in an enemy’s coun- 
try, and those people being actually resident for a 
long time past there, occasioned them being taken 
for enemies. They had been on board the vessel, and 
had gone ashore to get something more of their pro- 
perty on board, and the Indians having no knowledge 
of the circumstance, and not knowing them to be 
Canadians, consequently shot them. 
I shall drop down to-day to the mouth of the river, 
and to-morrow morning willset up the Miami bay. 
‘ Lhave the honor to be, &c. d 
M. ELLIOTT. 
P. S. Col. Clure writes me, that they expect ano- 
ther attack soon, and says they will require assistance 
from this place. If you have any commands on the 
subject, I should be glad to know, and your opinion 
Col. Proctor, &c. &c. &c. Detroit. 


Copy of a letter from the commissary of the upper dis” 
trict of Upper Canada, to his superior below. 


Deputy assistant commissary.general’s office, 
Amherstburg, 6th Angust, 1813. 


Edward Conche, esq. 
Sin—Your letter of the 26th ultimo, with two 

thousand pounds currency in army bills, were deli- 

vered to me by Mr. Charles Askin on the 29th. 

I am extremely happy to find that I may expect li- 
beral supplies of flour from Long Point, the more 
so as the two princible mills (M‘Gregor’s and Ar- 
nold’s*) are not now going—the dams are broke and 
and Lam informed that it is more than probable, will 
not be prepared anda filled with water till late in the 
fall, thus the wheat on hane and that now cutting in 
this district, will be of little immediate service to 
me for want of mills to grind it. ‘The wind-mills at 
this season of the year do very little service. 

I have been abundantly supplied with cattle for 


main. with us, and in addition to the quantities of 
meat; &c. issued by. me, continue théir wanton and 


a short period will put an end to our supplies of this 
‘article. Ihave new in my possession, to be submit- 
ted to brig-gen. Proctor, ‘accounts to near two thou- 
sand pounds for working oxen, milch cows, sheep, 


to at least as much more, will be given in addition 
thereto. Some of those cattle have been killed with- 
out any meat having been taken from them ; in other 
instances the horn and tail seem to have; been the 
cause of shooting down the animal—these being cut 


*The former was burnt by the Indians in the skir- 








own side of the-river is the only place of safety. 
Our Indians prove themselves right worthy, and 


mish of the 4th October at the Forks. ‘Vhe latter 


xight useful auxiliaries. Macbeth says, “tis the eye! very wontonly bya British cfficer on the 35th: 


this some time past, though my issues have averaged 
about 17 head per diem—but should the Thdians re-' 


extensive depredations on cattle of all descriptions, : 


hogs, &c. killed by Indians, and I presume accounts. 
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to 
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oft, the carcase is left to to the dogs. In addition 
to about 14,000 rations per day, cana new country 
like this supply sufficient provisions for our con- 
sumption ? ‘The commissary general cannot expect 
frora me any particular accounts of the resources of 
the country under such circumstances. I can only 
say, that for 2000 men, I could easily supply provi- 


sions for six months in conformity to general orders, | po f at , 
will be tinged with shame at an exposition of its. 


menti#ned in your Ietter of the 18th ult. Since then 
1 have been feeding about 15,000 troops, Indians, &c. 
from what I presvme the commander of, the forces 
has as little idea of the provisions required for this 
post, as others seem to have of the difficulties to be 
surmounted by me, and the immense labor to be per- 
formed, otherwise I can scarcely suppose that I 
should have bean so long without more assistance. 
Ihave now given up the idea of making up my ac- 
counts till assistance as required by me, aresent. I 
tind such difficulties in procuring flour, corn, &c. 
sufficient to feed such hordes of savages, in paying 
therefor, and money to do so, finding materials for 
all departments of the army here, that the business 
of the day is more than sufficient to employ the 
whole of the time of myself and my small establish- 
ment. Hence my reason for applying for an officer 
of the department to be put over me. I find more 
expected of me than all my abilities and zeal can 
perform—my accounts getting in arrears, and the 
miserable prospect before me, of getting embarrass- 
ed beyond the possibility of extraction—of perhaps 
involving myself and family in ruin from getting so 
involved. I was in hopes that as a number of officers 
of the commissariat, superior to me in rank, and 
likely in abilities and practice, had arrived from En- 
gland—others prometed in this country—that one of 
them might have been sent here to take charge of a 
district which I consider inferior to none in Canada 
in pointof responsibility and commissariat duties.— 
At the same time, I should be far trom wishing more 
than can be asked with propriety or granted without 
ruining my prospects in the department, after 15} 
years faithful services. 

[am very happy that you are sending me a supply 
of oats, in addition to the 30 barrels mentioned by}| 
you—I will require about 60, provided you can spare | 
so much. I beg to be informed what quantity of| 
that article is issued to the troops in your district.— 
Brigadier-general Proctor requires some for their 
horses, though I cannot get him to give outa gene-| 
ral orderon that subject. 1 have to’ acknowledge! 
your letter of the 24th ult. ‘and beg leave to state, 
that on the receival thereof I could not pay the ac- 
counts to the 41st regiment on account of the pay- 
master, as well as the commanding officer, being 
at the fort of the Rapids: Since their return I have 
been prevented from making’ payments for want of 
money, asupply of which I hope soon to recéive on 
a larger scale than hitherto. The escort of dragoons 
with the 4000 dollars in specie has not yet arrived. 

P. S. [sincerely hope that the transport Mary will 
soon arrive with more flour—I am really out. Ihave 
sent Mr. Reynolds and ane of my clerks to Detroit 
to purchase the whole of the flour and corn that 
they can get in the Michigan territory and in the 
neighborhood ‘of Sandwich. I pay $10 per bbl. of 
196 ibs. for flour, and 7s. 6d. per bushel forcorn. I 
understand that the schooner Ellen is to be sent for 
provisions to Long Point in a few days. 


LVpents of He QSar. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
_ Resstan Meniation.—The people now have the 
tacts before them by which they may judge the 




















real character of the proffered mediation of Russia, 
to effect a peace between the United States and. 
Great Britain. It may be useful to call to mind the 
things that were said, in the most wicked manner, 
as to the proposal, acceptance and object of that 
interference; not with a hope to reclaim a wayward 
party, struggling to wade through falsehood to 
wer, or with the least expectation that its cheek 


conduct—but to put our fellow-citizens on their 
guard hereafter, and assist them to appreciate those 
that would consider an honorable peace with Great 
Britain as the “aravixsT or cunses” [see page 311} 
if “it should be made without a change of our rulers.? 
Miserable sinners!—they call themselves of the 
‘peace party.” 

1. It was absolutely denied that Russia had offered 
her mediation at all. ‘The whole was declared to be 
a cheat of owr government, to amsise and gull the 
people of the United States. The honor of several 
busy personages was pledged to prove this; and. 
the zmpudence of their assertions deceived many of 
our citizens, 

2. It was said, a million of times over, and be- 
lieved by thousands, from the mere force of the oft 
repeated falsehood, that our commissioners had 
orders leading to a secret connection with Bonaparte 
—nay, it was insinuated that they had really gone 
out to meet the congress at Prague; though the 
events, out of which that proposed conference grew, 
had hardly happened in Europe before the appoint- 
ment was made in America: all this was said and 
solemnly declared to, though Mr. Bavard, one of the 
most distinguished gentlemen in opposition to Mr. 
Madison, had been by him appointed one of the 
commissioners. 

3. We were told, over and over, and over again, 
until, perhaps, they who made the story almost be- 
lieved it, that our commissioners had never been re- 
cognized by the Mussian government—and many 
carried the fraud so far as to depose that they had 
been dismissed, ordered off, and treated as the agents 


of the “tyrant Napoleon.” 


Having thus pointed out some of the things that 
have happened, without laying claim to the “fillet” 
we venture to predict the course that will be pur- 
sued : 

Great Britain has offered to negociate, and our 
government [without taking time to consult Bona- 
parte} has accepted the proposition. The business 
of these men will be to render the negociation vain, 
if it be possible, by deteriorating from and belittleing 
[the word suits tle idea] the resources of their own 
country, that the enemy may assume a ground we 
cannot meet him upon ;—that the “uraviest oF 
CURSES” —an immediate peace—may be avoided. 

We hope the effort may fail. ‘They have deceived 
the British ministry so often, that I do not think 
any thing else than open rebellion will induce the 
Guelphean cabinet to believe they are in earnest. 
Being myself a real friend of peace, I care not where, 
when, how, or by whom it is made ; provided only, 
it be an honorable peace—a peace that shall secure 
the great principles for which the sword was re- 
luctantly drawn.—And_ have only to add, that go- 
vernment, always misrepresented as the enemy of 
the merchant, is entitled to, and ought to receive, 
the sincere and hearty thanks of every [honest] 
dealing man in the union, for the promptitude with 
which it laid before the public the state of our 
foreign relations, in matters of so great inicrest, 
that every one might judge and act for himself. 

Hicu treason.—Two persons were committed to 
Boston jail on the 2d mst. charged with supplying 
the enemy with catile. 
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. {Serres cavent.—A New-Haven pxper of J anuary 5, 
_gays—Two persons have been detected in fort Trum- 


. Bull, New-London, as spies, (one of thefn dressed in 


‘& Woman’s a el) by a private in the fort. The 
had. Poedoe board she American squadron and in 
fort Griswold. They were sent on board the frigate 
United States. The one in woman’s clothes proves to 
be the second-lieutenant of the Ramilies. [We have 
no confirmation of this. 

Tax Emsaneo.—-In ridicule of that provision in the 
embargo law designed to ent a traffic with the 


- enemy, and compel that honesty which patriotism 


could not inspire, the following is published in a 
Boston newspaper: we preserve it as a curiosity— 
Boston, January 5.—The following is a copy of a 
coaster’s manifest, hence to Welflect, under the pre- 
sent liberal arrangement of our penny wise govern- 
ment :—170 lbs beef, 1 barrel flour, 1 hog, 6 bushels 
corn, 1 bbl. apples, 1 bushel dried apples, 25 lbs. 
eheese, 20 Ibs. butter, 1-2 bushel beans, 1 Ib. tea, 
1-2 ib. pepper, 1-2 lb. ginger, 2 ibs. coffee, 2 Ibs. 
chocolate shells, 1 doz. cabbages, 14 lbs. candles, 
32 bushels cranberries (a penny biscuit and a 2 
copper candle.) 

RetaviatTiox.—Ten of the warranted officers of 
the ise Ara frigate, having been released from 
close confinement in Halifax, the ten British officers 
who were closely confined in Ipswich jail, in retali- 


* ation, have been likewise re 


CoLontaL PropucE.—Very large quantities of su- 
gar and coffee have lately been received in the 
eastern ports, through “neutrals” and some Ameri- 
can vessels, from Havanna, St. Bartholomews, kc. 

. Bairish TRarric.—We have several times noticed 
the active trade of the enemy in the Chesapeake in the 
article of slaves, kidnapped or enticed from their 
masters, and sent to the West Indies for sale. The 
law of Great Britain is pointedly against such intro- 


duction, but the officers of the navy “‘want money and 


snust have it.” The governor of Virginia has officially 
communicated to the legislature this war of the 
enemy, stating the fact that they were so taken pos- 
session of, transported and sold. He recommends 
the passing of a law authorising the county courts to 
take depositions for the purpose of authenticating 
these losses—as “upon the termination of the war, 
a ratidnal hope may be indulged, either that the 
enemy will be made to compensate for those injuries 
so repugnant to the principles of civilized warfare, 
or, if the government should deem it wisest with a 
view to the interest ofthe whole to forbear to press 
the point, it will itself indemnify them.” 

Sta Grorce Prevost.—The general order of this 
officer, inserted below, has excited great indigna- 
tion, and met with the reprehension it deserves. It 
is infamously false. France is not “the ally of the 
United States.” It is notorious, that even that good 
understanding that should exist between all nations 
at peace with each other, does not belong to the 
two countries. On the contrary, we have such se- 
rious matters in dispute with her, that, though she 
is invulnerable by us, we should have declared war 
against her long ago for the maintenance of princi- 
pies violated, if the more extensive trespasses on the 
rights of persons, as well as of property, by her enemy, 
Britain, had not compelled us first to try to “square 
the yards” with the latter. This is perfectly known 
to sir George—and also, that at this time, instead of 
ef aur being in an alliance with France we are nearer 
to a state of war against her: and so have been for 
years. But this is the old clamor of prejudice— 
another British general, Benedict Arnold, had the 
honor first to cry out “French influence; and we 
think, ifthe baronet kaew how stale and unprofitable 
that stuff Jas become amongst. us, he wopld not 


have vexed his conscience with the sin of uttering 
it, seeing he can make so little by it. AS to the cla. 
mor here, it is “meat, drink, washing and lodging” 
'to many that, without it, could not make a speech 
or write a im, i ia sir George’s brains we 
had hoped were better stocked with ideas. 

A pesErTEn.—Among the late deserters from the 
Albion is an Irishman, who said “he had often heard 
much of America, and guessed he would take a pee 
at some parts of it before he returned back again.” 

Manacement. If we could believe all that we 
see in the papers, it would appear, that Mr. Madison 
had induced lord Castlereagh to send out the Bram- 
ble with depatches, just that he [the president} 
might effect another loan! Certainly his lordship is 
a very obliging gentleman ! 

Direct tax. The stake of Kentucky has assumed 
the payment of its quota of the direct tax. Viryinia 
thas done so like-wise. 

Bairisa Courtesy! A Boston paper says—*We 
understand that on Christmas hight, captain Hayes, 
of the Majestic, sent a very polite card ashore to the 
ladies at Provincetown, informing them that he 
should give a genteel ball that evening, on board his 
ship, and hoped to have the pleasure of their compa- 
ny.” But the ladies declined the invitation. 

SouTH WESTERN FRONTIER. The accounts from 
Mobile are contradictory. While some say that a 
large British {land} force has arrived at Pensacola, 
and united itself to the savages ; others report, the 
enemy have no troops at all, and that their vessels 
are badly manned. The latter is by far the most 
probable. The whole coast is closely blockaded. ' 

AMERICAN BANKRUPTCY. The United States stocks - 
are selling in Lonpon at ten per cent. above par, and 
vast quantities are ordered, or about to be sent there. 
How much above par would the British stocks bring 
in owr money market? We care not how much of 
our stocks go to Europe, but hope the marshals and 
their deputies will keep a sharp look out for the 
precious metals, which the avarice of many may 
tempt them to export, contrary to law—they are at 
30 or 40 per cent. advance, in Great Brizain: 

Barrimonre vessers. A very large portion of the 
honest foreign trade of the United States, for some 
time past, has been carried on in Baltimore vessels, 
under the “striped bunting.” During the last week or 
ten days, there was entered on the coffee house books, 
notices of the safe arrival of from three to sta vessels 
a day, for several days, with valuable cargoes. These 
wonderfully constructed schooners cannot easily be 
taken, if not over-loaded, if they have sea-room and 
are uncrippled, and properly managed. Since the 
war we have lost but four of our privateers—one of 
them was land-locked and taken in the Chesapeake 
bay—one was captured after a severe gale in which 
which she had suffered much—one was given up by 
cowardice, and the other was taken for want of a 
good look-out. They go where they please; they 
chase and come up with every thing they see, and 
run away at pleasure. What would be the effect of 
thirty or forty of these vessels (commanded by per- 
sons accustomed to sail them) /et loose on the enemy’s 
commerce, ‘to destroy; under direction of the navy 
department ? 

Ovr rzesovnces.—Those who doubt the ability of 
the United States to extinguish the war debts, are 
invited to look at the report of the commissioner of 
the land-office for the amazingly valuable capital we 
possess, in addition to al/ the other means of raising 
a revenue, common to nations. On some of the lands 
of which that respectable gentleman speaks, sugar, 
of a superb quality, has been raised by the Indians, 
and exhibited at Vew-Orleuns. All this sort of land, 





and there appears a very large quantity of it, if pro- 
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perly taken care of, will bring from 1 to per acre, the United States does not blush to claim these out-° 
in a very little time. Our country is full money [east traitors as their own, and the cusiom 
—the legislatures of New York and Pen ama are|of civilized war, in the persons of honorable men, 


asked to charter about.a half@ hundred of banks, 
with good solid capitals. “The whole amount of mo- 
ney, at this time petitioned (to congress and the 
several state legislatures) to be invested in stocks, 
is about 60 millions, 

Grex. Hott.—The court for the trial of gen. Hull 
met at Albany, and was organized, as appointed by 
the secretary of war. The general did not object to 
any of the members. The trial will bévery tedious. 
Many of the witnesses. did not appear. 

Tae Prack RuMORSs.—Several correspondents have 
asked the editor Ais opinion of the prospect of peace. 
That opinion would be worth little, if he could give 
one, which he confesses himself unable to do, He 
hopés that a looking for that blessing, may not relax 
the exertions to win it. 

Britisw NATURALIZATION. London, Oct. 18. On 
Tuesday, 52 Dutchmen, volunteers for the 7th batta- 
lion of the 60th regiment, marched into Edinburgh 
castle. This battalion which is to serve in Canada 
is to be augmented to 1500 men; and we under- 
stand, have given orders to enlist Dutchmen as weil 
as Germans, for it at ali the depot in the kingdom. 

Adjutant-general’s office, head-quarters, 
Montreal 12th December, 1813. 

GrENERAL onDER.—His excellency the governor in 
chief and commander of the forces has to announce 
to the troops under his command, that he has receiv- 
ed a comimunication from major-general Wilkinson, 
commanding a division of the army of the United 
States of America, by order of his government, of 
which the following is an extract. 

“The government of the United States adhering 
unalterably to the principle and purpose declared in 
the communication of general Dearborn to you, on 
the subject of the twenty-three American soldiers, 
prisoners of war, = to England to be tried as crimi- 
nals ; and the coffinement of a like number of Bri- 
tish soldiers, prisoners of war, selected to abide the 
fate of the former, has, in consequence of the. step 
taken by the British government, as now communi- 
cated, ordered. forty-six Britishjofficers into close 
confinement, and they will not be discharged from 


oS ee ae commander of the 
Koleos, in the cane eneeis. we San7 10 ie Sine, his 


American officers, ers of war, without ex- 
eption of rank, to be immediately placed in close 
confinement as hostages for the forty-six British offi- 
cers so confined, by the express commands of tle 


supreme 
of forty-six be completed, over and above those in 
confinement. 


His excellency directs that this eral order, to- 
gether with that issued on the Oct. be read to 


the troops, that the British soldiers may be sensible 
of the terms on which America has determined to 
wage this war; confident, that he, will meet them 
with proper spirit and indignation ; for should he be- 
come the prisoner of a foe so regardless of those 
laws which for have governed civilized nations 
in war, he would be doomed to a rigorous confine- 
ment, and that perhaps only preparatory te a more 


savage scene. 
(Signed) EDWARD BAYNES, 
Adjutant general B. N. A. 
MILITARY. : 
The Creeks. We have no late important particu- 


lars of the war with the Creeks. We apprehend that 
the pursuit of them has been retarded from the ex- 
piration of the term of service of a considerable 
part of the Tennessee militia. It appears, however, 
that some volunteers had marched to join Jackson, 
and that active operations might soon recommence- 
General Floyd, recovering of his wounds, was ex- 
pected to resume the command of the Georgians. 
One account says, that 3000 warriors of the friendly 
Creeks had rendezvoused at Cowetaw, to act as di- 
rected. 

It is stated that brigadier-general Parker, of the 
U.S. army, is to have the command at WVorfolk. 

Certain British vessels lying off Pensacola have 
undertaken to interdict all intercourse with that port 
and every place to the westward of it. They cap- 





ture every thmg—Spanish vessels, as well as others. 


their confinement until it shall be known that the! It is stated they have proposed to send two regmments 
forty-six American officers and non-commissioned |of black troops to help in the defence of that place. 


officers in question are no lenger confined.” 

It would be superfluous to use any argument to re- 
fute an assumption so extravagant, unjust, and un- 
precedented, as to deny the right of a free nation to 
bring to legal trial, in a due course of law, her own 
natural born subjects taken in the actual commissioy 
of the most henious offence thatman can commit a- 
gainst his king, his country, and his God that of rais- 
ing his parricidal arm against his allegiance to his 
countrymen, by leaguing with their enemies, a crime 
held in such abhorrence by every civilized nation in 
Europe, that summary death by the law martial is its 
avowed reward, and is inflicted with unrelenting se- 
verity by France the ally of the United States. This 
pretension must appear to every unprejudiced and 
upright mind, as iniquitous and unjust, as is the re- 
taliation which the government of the United States 
has adopted, by placing in close confinement three 
an twenty British soldiers, as hos for an equal 
number of infamous. wretches, thé : unworthy off- 
springs of Great Britain; who, when drawn from 
the ranks of ‘the enemy, solicited to be suffered to 
expiate their treason by turning their arms against 
their recent employers. These rebels have, with the 
contempt they. merit, been-consi to the infamy 
and punishment that await them from the just laws 


of their offtnded country ; while the government of 


It is also said that the Big Warrior has defeated the 
rebels [Indians] in a general engagement, many of 
whom have fled to Pensacola for refuge. The Big 
Warrior is a friendly Creek. 

THE NIAGARA FRONTIER. 

We confined ourselves for two weeks to a brief no- 
tice of the facts and reports that had reached us 
from the Niagara frontier, as well of the difficulty 
to ascertain what was truth, as from the desire of at 
once presenting a regular detail of events. The 
following brief summary, with the documents annex- 
ed, will preserve the history of this disgraceful and 
calamitous descent of the enemy. 

The evacuation of fort George and burning of Vew- 
ark has already been stated, and is farther account- 
ed for below. On the eighteenth of Dec. gen. M‘Clure, 
at Buffalo, addressed « proclamation to the inhabi- 
tants of Niagara, Gennessee and Chetauque coun- 
ties calling upon them to teke up arms, as an attack 
upon Magara would be made [see the note below.* | 








*T'o the inhabitants of Niagara, Gennesee and 
Chetauque. 
The present crisis is truly alarming. The enemy 
are preparing to invade our frontier, and let their sa- 
vages loose upon your families and property. It is 





now im your power to avoid that evil, by repairing to 


authority in that country, until the number | 
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Qn the nineteenth, about 3 o’clock in the morning, 
the British after several days notorious preparation, 
crossed the Niagara river with a force variously 
stated, but perhaps, amounting to about 1200 regu- 
lars, 200 militia and 200 indians. They landed at 
Five Mile Meadows, without opposition, being wn- 
seen. A detachment under col. Murray immediate- 
ly marched to fort Niagara—a discharge of small 
arms was heard for a little space, but soon the royal 
salute of 21 guns proclaimed the complete surprize 
or vile treachery of the officers of that garrison.— 
The commandant, capt. Leonard, was absent—he 
left his post late at night—the main gate, [it is said 
and we believe it] was left open. Who opgnen iT ?— 
‘This gate had always (as well in the day as the night) 
been Kept closed, except for the moment when a hea- 
vy carriage was entering, at which time a responsi- 
ble officer attended. The gate must have been open- 
ed late atnight; it could not have been so when the 
garrison went to sleep. We shall not make the re- 
marks on this matter that the thing appears to de- 
serve. 

Very soon after the salute was fired, a party of the 
enemy appeared at Lewiston, at which place was 
stationed 30 or 40 militia, with afield piece. It does 
not appear that they done much for the defence of 
the place ; to which, indeed, their force was incom- 
petent. A general flight ensued—the indians enter- 
ed, and began to plunder, to punn and to MURDER. 
A letter to the editor says “they killed at and near 
Lewiston, eight or ten of the inhabitants, who 
when found, were all scalped, with the exception of 





Lewiston, Schlosser and Buffalo. Every man who is 
able to bear arms is not only invited but required to 
repair to the above rallying points, for a few days, 
until a detachment of militia arrives. The enemy 
are now laying waste their own country, every man 
who does not take up arms or who is disposed to re- 
main neutral, is inhumanly butchered, his property 
plundered and his buildings destroyed. Informa- 
tion. has just been received, that six or eight of 
their most respectable inhabitants between fort 
George and Queenston, have fallen victims to their 
barbarity. Every man in the province is required to 
take up arms, and he that refuses is wantonly butch- 
ered. Whaat then fellow-citizens, have you to expect 
from such an enemy, should they invade your fron- 
tier? Think of the consequences ; be not lulled in- 
to a belief, that because you reside a few miles from 
the river, that you are secure : No, fellow-citizens, 
the place to meet them is on the beach. Then you 
will have it in your power to chastise them, but 
should they be suffered to penetrate into the interior 
with their savages, tle scene will be horrid ! 

If, then, you love your country and are determin- 
ed to defend its rights—if you love your families and 
are determined to protect them—if you value your 
property, and are determined to preserve it—you will 
fiy to your arms and hasten to meet the enemy, 
should they dare to set foot on our shores. 

acrSince the above was prepared, ! have received 
itnelligence from a credible inhabitant from Canada, 
(who has just escaped from thence,) that the enemy 
nre concentrating all their forces and boats at fort 
George, and have fixed upon to-morrow night for at- 
tacking fort Niagara—and should they succeed, they 
will lay waste our whole frontier. In that case, our 
supply of arms, which are deposited at fort Niagara, 
will be cut off: Therefore all who have arms, ac- 
coutrements or ammunition, will do well to bring 
them, andall who have horses will come mounted. 

GEO. M‘CLURE, brig. gen. 
Commanding Niagara frontier. 
Wead-guarters, Buffalo, Dec. 18, 1813 | 


one whose head was cut off; their bodies were in a 
mangled state; one with his entrails taken out, and 
heart missing ; the bodies were stripped and a part 
of them buried; among the bodies found was that of 
a boy tén or twelve years old, stripped and scalped.” 

As they approached the Tuscarora { Indian] vil- 
lage, the indians turned out for defence of their 
homes, and killed one of the enemy indians—this 
made a little pause, but the enemy soon fired the 
houses, and destroyed the whole.. They also dutch- 
ered some of the flying inhabitants here. ‘hey then 
went on to Manchester, which they burnt, with the 
valuable mills and other buildings belonging to A. 
Porter, Esq. also Youngstown and all the farm houses 
adjacent, always excepting the houses of their par- 
ticular friends. They wantonly destroyed every 
thing they could—shooting down horses, cattle, 
sheep and swine, and suffering them to lie where 
they fell. The whole number of houses destroyed 
amounted to about 100. One account says that the 
United States stores in the arsenal on the Ridge Road 
were saved—another informs us that they were de- 
stroyed by our people. 

After those scenes in the neighborhood of fort 
Niagara, the enemy marched up to Buffalo, which 
they also burnt. See gen. Hall’s letters. They com- 
mitted many murders there, but saved the house of 
the famous Pomeroy. They destroyed three small 
schooners at Black Rock, and in fact swept the coun- 
try for some miles in the interior, from Niagara to 
Buffalo, the extreme points of the river. Report 
adds that a detachment had marched for Erie, for 
the purpose of burning that part of the lake fleet 
that lies there ; and we fear they will have effected 
it. The most valuable part of the squadron, we be- 
lieve, is at the head of the lake; and safe for the 
present. 

The events call up many reflections on the ma- 
nagement on our part and the darbarity of the enemy. 
We may acvert to them hereafter. We cannot, 
however, fail to express our detestation of those 
who justify these cruelties by the conflagration of 
Ne. ark—for they have thought it right to burn Ha- 
vre-de-Grace, Frenchtown, Georgetown and F'rede- 
ricktown ; and, as Llive,} believe /amented that Bal- 
timore, the third city of the union, had not shared 
the same fate. But we will not be discouraged—the 
allied savages shall yet be beaten. 

(PThere are accounts from Erie of the 4th inst. 
Early information had been received there of the 
events on the \iagara ; preparations were made to 
meet the enemy, and the alarm had subsided as the 
means of meeting the foe were rendered efficient. It 
is a long and dreary march from Buffalo to Erie; 
and from what we hear we wish the enemy may have 
went forward. Our vessels were so moored in the 
harbor as to present a battery of 20 guns each way ; 
and the ice had been broken around them. Volun- 
teers liad prepared to march from Ohio, some went 
from Pittsburg. A force will be stationed there for 
the present. The neighboring Pennsylvanians turn- 
ed out with great spirit, at the requisition of major- 
general .Wead. 

The following British account of these events 
may serve to cap the whole— 

From the Plattsburgh Republican—Jan. 1. 

(C7'We stop the press to copy the following from a 
handbill printed at Montreal on Tuesday morning, 
December 28. 

“Extract of a letter from an officer of high rank 
in thefarmy to his friend in this city,dated Queenston, 
December 19, 1813. 

“Thave the happiness to acquaint you that fort 





Niagara was taken by assault an hour before daylight 


‘this morning. Col. Murray commanded the stone. 








Sot QB 


THE WEEKLY REGISTER—EVENTS OF THE WAR... 


835 


Le | 








ing party, which consisted of the 100th regiment, 
(tlie prince regent’s own Irish heroes) the grenadiers, 
the 9th royal and flank companies of the 41st. Our 


loss has been but trifling—lieutenant Newland of} * 


the 100th grenadiers, killed ; colonel Murray wound- 
ed through the wrist, and perhaps half a dozen other 
casualties : the quantity of ordinance, stores, am- 
munition, provisions &c. found in the place is very 
great: 3000 stand of arms 50,000/ worth of cloth- 
ing ate among the articles: the vemainder of the 
troops, with the whole of the western Indians, who 
had been passed over to support the attack, imme- 
diately after ascertaining the success of colonel Mur- 
ray’s column, moved towards Lewiston to attack 
the heights on which the enemy had planted some 
heavy guns, avowedly for the purpose of laying 
Queenston in ashes: both heights and Lewiston 
were, however precipitately abandoned on the ad- 
vanoe of general Rial’s column: a war-whoop from 
500 of the mosr savace inDIANS (which they gave 
just at day light, on hearing of the success of the 
attack at fort Niagara) made the enemy take to their 
heels and our troops are i', pursuit—we shall not stop 
until we have cleared the whole frontier. The Indi- 
ans are retaliating the conflagration,of Newark—not 
a house within my sight but is in fames—this is a me- 


lancholy but just retaliation. 
TO THE PUBLIC, 

The late descent of the enemy on our frontier, and the horrid out- 
rages committed on our defenceless inhabitants by British allies, be- 
itz laid to my misconduct as commanding officer of the American 
forces on this frontier, and altho’ my conduct has been approved by 
the Sec. at War, the feommander in chief of this state, and by major 
gen. Harrison, before his departure, still I deem it a duty which £ 
owe to my own reputation, in order to put a stop to the evil reports 
which are progated against me, without knowing my orders, or the 
means which 1 had in my power to execute them, to give a brief 
statement of my most praminent acts since I have had the honor of 
sv important a command, ‘ 

On my arrival at Fort George, and previous to the departure of 
general Wilkinson with his army from that post, I suggested to the 
general the necessity of marching out against the enemy at Cross 
toads and Four Mile Creek; that his army, with the addition of my 
mifitia were sufficient to take or destroy all the British forces in 
that neighborhood, which would leave nothing more for the militia 
to do than to protect and keep in order the inhabitants of that part 
of the Province, as otherwise our frontier would be liable to be in- 
vaded. This proposition, however, was not agreed to, as the gener- 
al’s instructions were of a different nature. The general left with | 
me col. Seott and 800 regulars, who were to remain until I consider- 
ed my force sufficient to hold the Fort without them, when they were 
to march to Sacket’s harbor. 

About the 12th of October, the British army commenced their re- 
treat towards the head of the Lake. I issued orders for my militia 
to pursue, which was promptly obeyed. We advanced as far as the 
Twelve Mile Creek, and within a short distance of the enemy’s rear 
guard, when Col. Scott sent and express requesting me to return, 
and said that he would abandon the Fort the next day, and march 
with his troops to Sacket’s Harbor, and at the same time detained my 
provisions and ammunition waggons, which compelled me to aban- 
don the further pursuit of the enemy, and iduced them to mike a 
staud on the heights of Burlington. I was then left with abou. 1000 
effective militia in Fort George, and 250 Indians, a force not more 
than sufficient te garrison that post. On the arrival of general Har- 
rison’s army, L was elated with the prospect of uniting our forces, of 
driving the enemy from Burlington, taking possession of that post, 
and giving peace to the Upper Province and our frontier. We were 
prepared to march in 24 hours, when the arrival of Commodore 
Chauncey, with orders for that excellent officer, gen. Harrison, to re- 
pair immediately with his army to Sacket’s Harbor. I remonstrated 
xgainst his going o'T,as will be seen in a correspondence between 
the general and myself: but iv vain. By which movement all my 
expectations were blasted, and I foresaw the consequences, unless a | 
reinforcement was immediately seut on to supply the place of the | 
drafted militia whose term of service would shortly expire. I consil- 
ered my force which had become ungovernable, as then insufficient 
to go against the enemy. ‘The object of the last expedition to the 
‘Twenty Mile Creek is fully explained in the general order which I 
issued on my return. 

_ For six weeks before the militia were discharged I wrote, and con- 
tmhued writing, to the secretary at war the necessity of sending on 
a detachment of militia or regular troops; that I found it impossi- 
ble to retain the militia in service une G* y beyond their term; I also 
stated, from the best information, the enemy’s forces. I offered a 
bounty of two dollars per month, for one or two months, but without 
effect. Some few of col. Bloom’s regiment took the bounty, and im- 
mediately disappeared, and I was compelled to grant a discharge to 
the militia aud volunteers, which left me with ~ sa sixty effvctive 
regulars of the 24th U. S, infantry under captain Rodgers, to garri- 


ness in the extreme to pretend to hold it and recommended its evac- 
uauion immediately, as the enemy’s Sitter was then within eight 
miles. I accordingly gave orders for afi the arms, ammunition an® 
public stores of every description to be sent across the whieh 
was principally effected, though the enemy advanced s diy that 
en of my men were made prisoners, ahd ordered the town of New- 
ark to be burnt. This act, however distressing to the inhabitants 
and te my feelings, was by an order of the secretary at war, and I 
eve at the same time proper. ‘The inhabitants had twelve hours 
notice to remove their effets and such as chose to come across the 
river, were provided with all the necessaries of life. 
|, Lieft captain Leonard in the command of Fort Ni with a- 
bout 160 effeetive regulars, and pointed out verbally particu- 
larty ina general order how he should prepare for an‘ attack, which 
would certainly take place I stationed Col. Grieves’ artillerists, 
ceusisting of about 80 men with two pieces of artillery, at ance 
under the command of major Bennet and made them a_ present_o 
four hundred dollars for volunteering their services for three weeks; 
but before that place was attacked they nearly all deserted, except 
the officers, who bravely defended themselves and cut their way 
through the savages. ‘The Canadian volunteers, about 40 im num- 
ber, under major Mallory,an officer of reat merit, 1 stationed at 
Schlosser, and went myself to Buffalo, to provide for the safety of that 
place and Blaok Rock, which I trust is out of danger, having called 
out the militia of Niagara en masse. . 

The public are new in possession of some of the leading facts 
which have governed my conduetin the discharge of the trust as- 
signed me, and I appeal to the candor of every dispassionate man to 
determine with what justice my feelings as a citizen, and pride asa 
soldier, have been wounded, and my character aspersed. If insubor- 
dination to the orders of superiors are justifiable, then possibly I may 
have failed in my défence. If to have suppressed the risings of mu- 
tiny is reprehensible, then also am 1 not justified. If to have enfor- 
ced the disciplinary laws of a camp is a proceeding unwarranted‘ 
then have I been inerror. But fellow citizens, I do not think sp 
meanly of you, as to credit the monstrous supposition, that you will 











son Fort George. I summoned a council of the officers, and put the | 
question-——“Is thts fort tenable with the present- number of men?” | 
They unanimdusly gave it as their opinion that it would be mad- 


deliberately advocate such strange hypotheses. Your prejudices a- 
gainst me have been the result of feelings misled by the acts of my 
enemies, and not the result of your sober judgment, operating upon 
facts and principles. ‘Those facts are now before you. On those 
facts, judge me in your candor and I will abide the decision. 
GEO. M’CLURE. 

The following is the correspondence which passed between Gen. 

a and Gen. Harrison, alluded to in the defence of General 
ure, 
Krom General M’Clure to Generat Harrison. 
Fort George, Nev. 15, 1813. 

DEAR SIR, 


The subject of our conversation this morning has occupied my 
most serious refleetions. The deadly blow ‘ieretofore given to the 
patriotism of our citizens on this frontier, has prepared them for 
murmurs and complaints; those whe are now on their march, 
have left their homes and their business, under great sacrifices, with 
the moral certainty of being brought into action. The last address 
which I issued under your directtons, and which I am happy tofind 
has met your approbation, gives them reasons for indulging the ex- 
pectation of service,and they are anxious to drive the enemy 
their borders forever. The high character of General Harrison, 
combined with these circumstances, has excited strung interest in 
the public mind relative to our operations. 

In this peculiar situation of affairs, I feel it to be due to the gal- 
lant volunteers and Militia, who are assembled and collecting, and 
to my own reputation, most respectfully to solicit, that if it is not 
incompatible with your instructions:and your better judgiment, you 
will not abandon our projected expedition against Burlington 
Heights. Such is the anxious wish of the Militia, and I have no doubt 
the soldiers under your command are equally if not more desirous of 
the employment. 

My anxiety on the subject, I trust, will excuse the appearance of 
any disrespect in making this communication which certainly is fac 
from my feelings. My confidence in the valor, ability and prudence 
of General Harrison, will dispose me most cheerfully to submit te 
any arrangement he may be bound to make, however great may 
be my disappointment in their result, 

I have the honor to be, with the utmost respect your obt. servt. 

GEO. MCLURE. 

Maj. Gen, Harrisor. 

Head-Ouartcrs, Newark, Nov. 15, 1813. 
DEAR SIR, a 

Your letter to me of this morning, has been received, I feel most 
severely the weight of the reasons which you urge for the prose- 
cution of the intended expedition to Burlington. ‘The disappoint- 
ment however to the brave and patriotic men, who have turned ont 
under the expectation of serving their country effectually in the 
ficld at this inclement season, is the most painful circumstance at-. 
tending it,as I am well convinced from the information received 
this morning, and last evening that the enemy are removing as fast 
as possible from the head of the lake to Kingston, which has been 
left with a very small part of the force that was lately there, and it 
is more than probable that should we advance in force, the enemy 
having but now——effective men at Burlington, would destroy the 
stores whieh they have remaining there, and retreat too rapidly to 
be overtaken ; there are considerations however, whie h would make 

it extremely desirable to make an exhibition of. force in that quar- 
ter, but the orders L have received from the secretary at war, leaves 
me no alternative. Com. Chauncey is extremely pressing that the 
troops should immediately embark, declaring that the navigation at 
this season to small vessels is very dangerotis.—The force at Sac- 
ket’s Harbour is——.The tryops at York are all hastening down to 
Kingston.———Sacket’s Harbor may be endangered by even a de - 
lay ota few days; and should the trvops that are here, not get down 
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vt eae made to the volunteers for rations 
spt my best Wishes for your health and happiness, and be- 
WM, HENRY HARRISON. 


Head uarters, Newark, Nov. 15, 1813. 
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Capts. Leonard arid teed, or either of them, are appointed to 
muster your treops when and where you think proper. 

In closing this communication, I should not do justice to 
feelings, if I were not to acknowledge the zeal and talents wit 
which you haye managed your command. Your conduct appears 
to me to have been extremely judicious and proper throughout, 
and your troops exhibit a state of improvement and subordination 
which is at once ble to your officers and themselves. 

I am very surcerely, rfrejind and obedient servant, 

Sue WM. HENRY HARRISON, 

Br. Gen. Geo. M’Clure. 

Fort George, Nev, 16, 1813. 

MY DR. SIRI cannot suffer you to depart from this post, 
without expressing to you the great satisfaction I have received 
from our imtercourse, and my extreme regret that its continvance 
hasbeen so short. You carry with you, sir, the highest esteem 
and the warmest admiration of every officer and soldier under my 
command who has an opportunity of forming and acquaju- 
dance with YOu 

Your recommendation will meet with every attention and res- 
pect in my power, and I shaij only regret, that you are not here 
yourself to execute them. 

For the terms of approbation yau have been pleased to use in 
gpeaking of my conduet, I can tender you only my thanks. 

With the warmest wishes fir your health and prosperity, and 
that of your offiecrs, with whom I have had the pleasure of an ac- 
quaintance, I rewdiu, with the utmost respect, your friend and 


servant, 
(Signed) GEO. M’CLURE. 
}iaj. Gen. Wm. H. Harrison. 


GENERAL ORDERS. 
Head Quarters, Newark, Nov. 30, 1813+ 
The general commandin«~ feels it a duty due to himself and to 
his patriotic troops to dev 4..pe to them his views and feelings, as 
regards their late excursiou, and what may yet be expected from 


there are many who will consent to remain on this frontier for a 
further term of service; the situation of this ison will be 
precarious, if left to be defended by a small force. The 
therefore invites the further co-operation for a short time, of all those 
whose domestic concerns are not of too urgent a nature, in a cause 
which involves the security of their persons, the protection of their 


rights, and the honor of their country. 
GEORGE M’GLURF, 
Brigadier-General Commanding. 


GENERAL ORDERS. 
Head-Quarters, Fort Niagara, Dec. 12, 1813. 

Captain Leonard will, as svon as possible, have a proportion of 
handgrenades in different Block-houses, and give directions to the 
officers of the infantry where they should be posted with their men 
in case ofan attack—and should they not be able to maintain the 
out-werks, to repair to the Block and Mess houses; and have every 
thing arranged in such a mauper as though he expected an immedi- 
ate attack. 

Much is expected of Captain Leonard from his long experience 
and knowledge of duty; and the General feels confident he will 
be well supported by Captain Luomis of the Artillery, as well as 
the officers of the Infantry. 

By order of Brig. Gen. GEORGE M’CLURE, 
DONALD FRASER, 
It. 15th U.S. Inf. aud Vol. A, de Camp. 


GENERAL ORDERS, 
Head-Quarters, Fort Niagara, December 13,1813. 

The comtractor will dsposit in Fort Niagara, immediately, one 
months provision for three hundred men, and keep good that De- 
posit. He will provide and issue at the following places: 

At Lewiston, say for 500 men, 
At Seblosser, - - 200 men, 
At Buffalo, - - 1000 men, for one month. 

The Commanding Officers at the different stations will sign ré- 
turns. 

By osdex of General M’CLURE. 
JOHN A. ROGERS, 
Capt. 24th Inf. act. Aid-de-Camp. 


es T'o the Editor of the Buffalo Gazette. 

S 

Having heard from several sources illiberal and erroneous state 
ments of the force at Fort Georger-when that post was abandoned 
and that t quantities of arms and ammunition were destroyed 





them. ‘Those who have rendered willing obedience to orders, M 
turning out at this inclement season, aud pursuing the march till 
it was deemed Necessary to return, are entitled to the General’s 
thanks, and wiiatis a richer reward, the thanks of their country. 
‘The General cannot, however, withhold his censure from those, 
who, without cause, tefused to join in the expedition, nor from 
those still moré inexcusable who made a pretence of patriotism by 
going with him a pact of the way and then deserting their ranks. 
At this season of the year, it would have been rashness in the 
extreme io have attempted with « - - -- to dislodge twice our num- 
bers from a strongly fortified position, which nature has rendered 
still more impreguable. Such was not the expectation of the 
General, nor of his principal offleers. He never intended to ex- 
the brave troops who went with him, to certain disaster, to 
te ferfeited the security of our frontier inhabitants, and most 
probably lost the possession of Fort George, by mower mes: Bg 
which wes under all ereunstances P ayaa impossible.— There 
were other objects in view, worthy the expedition, which the Gen- 
eral trusts have been in part aecomplished, one in particular not 
impreper to mention:~—T he citizens of Canada, who look to us for 
protection, have seen once more that you are not afraid to 
jnto the interior of their conan ; upwards of 400 bbls. flour have 
been secured at the Tweiity Mile Creek and on this side; and it is 
nearly certain that the enemy have drawn upall their force from 
York to receive us, and consequently left Kiugston the more Hiat:'«- 


we consider it a duty we owe the commandant, General M’Clure, 
to undeccive the nes and convinee them of the measures that 
were pursued. e period for which the militia had been drafted 
having expired, the ral held out every inducement in his pow- 
er for thera to remain but fora short time, he offered a bounty, but 
neither the love ef country nor the shame of abondoning him when 
the enemy were advancing, could prevail on them to remain: in 
consequence of which he was left with about sixty effective men 
to mayutain Fort George. The British knowing the period when 
the militia tour of service would expire, availed themselves of that 
moment te endeavor to retake the frontier, and advanée from Bur- 
lington Heights.—The general called a council of the remainder of 
his officers, when it was unansmously agreed that the fort was not 
tenable with the small remaining force. All the public property 
of every description that was of any value, except three twelve 
pouuders, which he had not sufficient physical force to earry away 
(and those were spiked, their carriages burnt, and buried in the ruins 
of the fort) was taken across the river to Fort Niagara—vor was 
there a musket left or a cartridge of powder more than wasneces- 
sary to blow upthe works. A cunsiderable quantity of property, 


march | belonging to individuals friendly to us, was alsotaken across; and 


so near Was the enemy, that eight or ten prisoners were taken 1n 
assisting them to get their a arb 

As it relates to the burning of the village of Newark, hawe ver 
disagrecable to the General, the act was not unauthorised, but at the 
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same time he conceived it necessary for the pretection of our fran- 
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ove, that the enemy might not have it in their 
tiéty that ihe 9 ymigh 


with their I the village and maraud and mu our 


Ive hours notice was given to the few inhabitants that re- | number of brave men ha er ! 
pain to cure thee household property, and every ceocanesne: tient Veanemnciah men have been sacrificed, we. have 
co iate their situat 


uld be taken to alley ion was done; three or four 

houses were left for those that chose to remain; others who might 

wish to go a¢ross the river, the general ordered rations and quat: | 

general has ordered out, en masee, the militia of Ni county. 
JOHN A. RODGERS. 

Capt. 24th U. S. Infantry. 


J WELSOM) : 
ig- Maj Milita 
DONA AZER, 
La. 13th Inf. V. A. D. C. 


Copy of a letter from 4 yoy Pll ce 64 New-York state troepe, 
to ‘aT 
, gig Se ge 0, Deaaier 22d, 1813. 

sIR-—I regret to be under t 1 Meing to you 
the mortifying inteligence of the los of Fort Magara. On the 
morning e 19th inst. about 4 o’clock, the enemy crossed the 
river at the Five-mile Meadows in great force, consisting of regu- 
jars and Indians, whe made their way ae to the garrison 
which from the most correct informanon I can collect, was complete- 
ly surprised. Our mem were nearly all aslee in their tents; the 
enemy rushed in and commenced 4 most horrid slaughter Such as 
escaped the fury of the Gust adem, valued 6 Se mees-howe, 
where they kept up a destructive onthe enemy, until a want 
of ammunition ¢ them to surrender. Although our force 
was very interior comparatively small indeed, I am induced to 
shink that the disasters is not attributable to any want of troope, but 
to gross neglect in the commanding officer of the fort, Capt. Leon- 
ok i not preparing, being ready, and out fer the expect- 


I have not been able to ascertain eorreotly the number of killed 
and wounded. About twenty have out ef the fort 
Peewee gat 24th regt. is killed, and it is said 
three ot 

You will perceive, six, by the enclosed General Orders, that I ap- 
prehended an a aoe the arra ts to 
meet it, but have reason to believe, from information received by 
those who have made their escape, that the commandant did not 
jn any respect comply with thoseorders. —_ ‘ 

On the same morning a detachment of militia, under Major Bea- 
wet, stationed at Lewistown Heights, was attacked hy a party of sav- 


; but the Major and his little corps, by making a desperate 
eiFected their retreat after being surro by several 
h with the loss of six or eight, whe doubtless were killed; 


among whom were two sons of captain Jones, Indian interpreter. 
The villages of Youngstown, Lewistown, Manchester, and the Indian 
‘Fusesrora village, were reduced to ashes, and the inoffensive inbabi- 
tants who could not escape, were, without regard to age or sex, in- 
humanly butehered by savages headed by Briush officers painted. A 
British officer who is taken prisoner avows, that many smal] child 
ren were murdered by their Indians. Major Mallory, who was 
stationed at Schlosser, with about forty Canadian volunteers, advane- 
ed to Lewistown Heights, and compelled the advanced guard of the 
enemy to fall back to the foot of the mountain. The Major isa 
meritorious officer—he fought the enemy two days, and contended 
every inch of ground to the Tuntawanty Creek. In. these actions 
Lt. Lowe, 23d reg. U. S. army, and eight of the Canadian volunteers 
were killed. I had myself, three days previous to the attack on the 
Niagara, left it with the view of providing for the defence of this 
place, Black Rock, and the other villages on the frontier. I came 
hore without troops, and have called out the militia of Gennessce, 
Niagara and Chataugue counties en masse. seals 

This place was then thought to be in most imminent danger, as 
Well as the shipping, but I have no doubt is now perfectly secure. 
Volunteers are coming in in great numbers; they are, however, a 
species of troops that cannot be expected to continue in service for 
a long time. In a few days, ove thousand detached militia, lately 
drafted, will be on. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
GEO M. MCLURE. 


Brig. Gen. Commanding. 
Hon. John Armstrong, Sec. of War. 


[Here follows the general orders inserted above, dated at Fort Nia- 
gar, Dec. 12 and 13, directing captain Leonard to prepare himself 
for defence; and ordering the eontractor to furnish suppiies of pro- 
Visions. 

Extract of a letter from Gen. M‘Clure to the Secretary at War. 

* It is a notorious fact that the night on which Fort Nia was 
captured, Captain Leonard left the Fort about 11 o’clock, P.M. I 
ain assured that he has sinee given himself up to the enemy, and that 
he and his family are now on the Canadian side of the Strait.” 


Extract of a letter from Maj. Gen. Hall, commanding on the Niaga- 

ra frontier, to his Ex. Gov. Tompkins, dated Buffalo, Dee. 25,1813, 

“ On my receiving information of the enemy’s crossing the Niag- 
ara river, and taking the Fort, I immediately set off for that frontier. 
On my arrival at "Hatavia, I found a number of volunteers assem- 
bled. I tarried there one day to forward them an to the frontier 
and make arrangements for those who should follow. 

I this day arrived at Buffalo and aseunied the command of the 
Woops, being all volunteers, now on this station. The whole number 
here, at Lewistown, &c. may amount to 2000 of all descriptions, 
The enemy have made their appearance off Black Roek, and an in- 
vasion is to be expected. “ The troops how out can be kept out but a 
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Extract of a letter from major-reneral James Wil- 

kineen to the secretary of war dated French Mills, 

A ov. 20, 1813. 3 

“1 consider it an act of justice to inform you, 
that col. Walbach was most conspicuously and ac- 
tively engaged in the affair of the 11th inst. from the 
beginning to the end of the action: his duty being~ 
general and performed on horseback, he:was from 
right to left exposed to great danger, but fortunate- 
ly escaped without a scratch ; and at a critical turn 
of the action, contributed most essentially, I am as- 
sured, to save five pieces of artillery, by leading the. 
dragoons to a partial charge.” 


A letter from the post-master at Warren, to J. John- 


son, Esq. post-master at Pittsburg, dated Warren, 
Jan. S, 1814, says, | 
“I am informed by the post-master at Lower Sans 


dusky, a party of forty men commanded by lieuts. 
Larwell, Fish and Davis, who were sent by general 
Cass to reconnoitre on the river De Trench, were 


attacked by the British, three killed, two made 
their escape, and the rest taken prisoners.” 
€3-For Proctor’s letter, see page 326. 


NAVAL. 

A New-York paper mentions that one hundred 
waggons had been put in requisition at Albany to 
convey naval stores to Sackett’s Harbor. It is report- 
ed, the enemy has launched his large frigate at 
Kingsion. | 

The schooner Rapid, being chased off the Missis- 
sippi, by the Herald sloop of war, unfortunately 
upset. The crew were picked up by the: boats of the 
enemy’s vessel, and treated—as they ought to be; 
as we would treat the enemy in the same circum- 
stances. The case is noted with pleasure. 

Fhe Champlaén flotilla is laid up in Otter creek, 
near Vergennes, Vermont, for the winter. 

It appears that commodore Rodgers after leaving 
Newport, in the President frigate, must have passed 
within a very short distance of two 74’s and five fri- 
gates, all which were looking for him. On this one 
of our editors wittily observes— 

“Mow to cook a lamprey—first carca a lamprey.” 
Old Cook Book. 


This is what the folks call “magnanimity.” 


from the Essex, via Barbadoes. 





ew days. Those called ont om your ExceHency’s last requisition, | 





His Britannic majesty’s schooner Pictou lately 
captured the schooner Jane of Cape Look Out, and 
“his majesty’s officers” robbed tle captain of every 
little article of private property, such as his watch, 
and the small sum in cash that he had with him. 


The Essex—We have some scraps of late news 
It appears she had 
made several recent captures—The “ British papers 
accuse Captain Porterof seducing their sailors from 
allegiance; and say he carries a white flag atthe mast 
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head, on which is written in large letters, “ FRIE- 
DOM AND SAILORS RIGHTS,” by which means 
he gets his men.” And seem to apprehend that he 
may raise a formidable fleet! The frigates La Ring 
ani La Peque arrived at Barbadoes, December 1, 
after a fruitless cruize of six months for our little 
frigate It does not appear that they captured one 
WV , 


Two Baltimore privateers are doing an active bu- 
siness in the neighborhood of Barbadoes. 
them has taken a; hint from the enemy, and is ran- 
soming many vessels. 

BLOCKADE OF THX CHESAPEAKE. 

Thie enemy’s dusiness, since the last report, appears 
to have chiefly consisted in some petty plundering. 
Some days ago they landed on New Point Comfort 
(an island) and hoisted their flag on the top of the 
light house. They burat the vault, where the oil 
was deposited, and after committing some other like 
heroic deeds, departed. 








American Prizes. 
WEEKLY LIST—CONTINUED FROM PAGE 305. 


“The winds and seas are Britain’s wide domain, 
“And not a sail, but by permission spreads |” 
ritish Naval Regtster. 
737. The valuable brig Atlantic, from Halifax for 
Cork, laden with sugar and cotton, sent into Boston 
by the Congress frigate. This vessel, on her voyage 


from the West Indies home, was captured by one of 


our privateers, re-captured by the enemy and sent 
into Halifax, where she paid salvage—saiiing thence 
with her original cargo, she was taken by the Con- 
gress, happily attorded some important information 
io captain Smith, and has at length safely arrived, 
after being blown off the coast several times. 

738. Schooner » from Martinique, laden 
with 120 hhds. molasses, sent into Charleston, by the 
Caroline of Baltimore. The prize has, British and 
Swedish papers. 

739. Brig Silena, captured by the revenge of Bal- 
timore, and burnt. 

740. Schooner » sent into North Carolina 
Jaden with sugar and molasses, by the Caroline of 
Baltimore. She has two sets of papers, one of them 
British. 

















Proceedings of Congress. 


On Thursday the military committee reported a 
bill to fill the ranks of the army, by increasing the 
bounty on enlistments so as to amount to in the whole 
$100—25 on enlistment,25 on mustering and joining 
some military corps, and 50 on being discharged, 
with a bounty of 520 acres of land. The term of 
service is 5 years. <A determination exists to fill the 
ranks of the army—a bounty is provided speciaily 
for re-enlistments. After some amendments, the biil 
was reported to the house, and passed to a third 
reading. ‘This looks like doing business. 

Mr. Calhoun, as the Russian mediation was at end, 
offered a resolution requesting the president to lay 
before the house the papers connected therewith. ~ 
We have neither time nor room for particulars. 

Our usual history of the proceedings of congress 
i8 lait over for the present week to make room for 
articles of more interest; but the sketches for the 
last week shall be inserted in our next, that the 
chain may be preserved. Very little business has 
been done; and great part*of the time was thrown 
away about Mr. Hanson’s motion respecting T'ur- 
reau’s letter. On Monday, the first resolution 


oO 


(see page 293) was agreed to without a divison,| 


One of 


when Mr. H. offered a substitute for the second 
which went to raise a committee to enquire into the 
matter. ‘This was opposed as being improper and 
indecorous, and cast out, 100 to 60. Mr. Roberts, on 
Wednesday, renewed Mr. H’s original motion, which 
he and all the minority violently opposed—it howe. 
ver was carried by a large m:jority. 








THE CHRONICLE. 


Fires.—Several houses were destroyed at Brooj. 
lyn, (Long-Istand, opposite the city of New-York) 
on Monday night, the 2d. inst. On the morning of 
ithe Sth, the elegant church called St. George's 
Chappel in Wew-York, with its superb organ, clock 
and steeple, was comsumed. The sight of the latter 
wrapt in flames was awfully grand: it fortunately 
fell in the body of the church. The fire commenced 
in a Cabinet-maker’s shop—and several other work. 
shops and dwellings were consumed. At Harrisburg, 
on the 24th December, ten or twelve buildings were 
consumed and others much injured. Another fire 
happened in New-York on the evening of the 8th, 
by which 8 or 10 houses were destroyed. 

Mexico.—We have again cheering intelligence 
from Mexico. Ta the heart of that country there has 
for several yeurs existed a sturdy band of armed 
patriots, maintaining the cause of freedom with 
various success. ‘They have lately assumed a very 
imposing character—they have taken .4capuelco, the 
first and most important port in the south sea—one 
of the armies is reported to consist of 70,000 men. 
| In South .dmerica, also, the work of liberty makes 
some progress. Curacas, Coro and Santa Fe have 
republican governments ; and Carthagena has seve- 
tal active privateers at sea, capturing many valuable 
Spanish vessels. 

Cundinamarca.—That portion of territory in South 
America, formerly known by the name of “New- 
Granada,” has also changed its form of government, 
and is now known as the republic of Cundinamarca. 
The people have published a manifesto to the world, 
assuming self sovereignty. Great inducements arc 
held out to emigrants. 

Five thousand troops, from Spain, have arrived at 
-Monte Video, to crush the patriots of Buenos Tyres. 
We observe with pleasure that liberal subscrip- 
tions are raising in many of the eastern towns for 
the relief of the sufferers at Portsmouth, N. H. 
The officers and crew of the Congress frigate con- 
tributed $700. Captain Hull has daily distributed 
10U/6. of beef, with a proportion of vegetables. 
William Gray, esq. of Boston, has given $1000. 

The inquisition in Spain and Portugal has dwin- 

dled down toa mere shadow. The religious orders 
from which the members of this once horrible tribu- 
nal were taken, are dissolved—they cannot any. more 
congregate, but have to return to society on a per 
diem. 
The ship Florentine, from London to Havanna, 
with a cargo valued at £150,000 sterling, was taken 
by a Carthagenian schooner privateer, and ordered 
for Carthagena. 








SprtnerieEeD, (Mass.) Dec. 23. 
Wolves /—A few days since a large male wolf, kill- 
ed within the limits of this town, was exhibited to 
the view of the people, and tendered to the town 
clerk for the legal bounty. The bitch wolf, his com- 
panion, has been seen several times, and it is said to 
be ascertained, than within « year the pair have de- 
stroyed in Ludlow, Granby and cther towns in the 
vicinity, 150 sheep.—No man in town can recollect 
that within a half a century, this voracious and de- 
structive animal has been seen within its bounds uf- 





til now. 








